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Stable Isotope Analyses in Archaeology: Early Childhood Diet in the Stone Age in the
Territory of Latvia

Anna Batraga
Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia

Stable isotope analyses are a valuable tool in archaeology for understanding the diets
and lifestyles of ancient peoples. However, research has mainly focused on the eating habits
of adults, with children not always receiving sufficient attention. A relatively new area of
research is the analysis of carbon and nitrogen stable isotopes in tooth dentine micro—
sections. Permanent molars provide chronological insights into an individual's diet during
their growth, and this information remains preserved throughout their life. The first molar
reflects an individual’s dietary history from birth to around the age of nine. This method
allows for the analysis of questions such as weaning practices, signs of stress, and potential
evidence of social identity.

This paper aims to analyse the dietary habits of children in the Stone Age in the
territory of Latvia, as described in the archaeological literature, using stable isotope analyses,
and to determine whether there are visible differences across different time periods. The
study examines three Stone Age sites — Zvejnieki, Abora I, and Kreici settlements — covering
the period from the Mesolithic (9000-5500 BCE) to the Neolithic (5500-1800 BCE). So far,
26 individuals have been analysed at these sites.

The results indicate that there are no significant differences in weaning patterns
during the early childhood period (~ 0—4 years), 1. e. in the duration of breastfeeding, the
weaning period, and the cessation of breastfeeding, when comparing time periods. For
instance, the individuals in the study were breastfed for an average of 8.5 months in
Mesolithic, compared to an average of 7.2 months in Late Neolithic. However, there was a
considerable variability in weaning patterns within a single population, which could indicate
different weaning strategies or differing maternal diets. Results also suggest that fish often
formed a significant part of children's diets in the Stone Age.

This research was funded by the Latvian Council of Science, project “The
environment and early farming of the Abora Neolithic settlement in lake Lubans wetlands”
(No. 1zp—2022/1-0300).



Stabilo izotopu analizes arheologija: agrinas bérnibas uzturs akmens laikmeta
Latvijas teritorija

Anna Batraga
Humanitaro zinatnu fakultate, Latvijas Universitate

Stabilo izotopu analizes misdienas ir butisks instruments arheologijas zinatng, lai
izprastu seno cilvéku uzturu un dzivesveidu. P&tijumi galvenokart ir koncentrgjusies uz
pieauguso €Sanas paradumiem, un be€rniem ne vienmér tiek pieversta pietiekosi liela
uzmaniba. Salidzino$i jaunas ir oglekla un slapekla stabilo izotopu analizes zobu dentina
mikrogriezumos. Lielie dzerokli sniedz hronologisku ieskatu par uznemto uzturu to augsanas
laika, un §1 informacija saglabajas visu dzives laiku. Pirmais dzeroklis parada individa
vésturi no dzimianas briza lidz aptuveni devinu gadu vecumam. STmetode lauj analizét tadus
jautajumus ka piebaroSanas prakses, stresa pazimes, ka ari potencialas liecibas par socialo
identitati.

Referata mérkis ir analiz&t arheologijas literatiira raksturotos bérnu uztura paradumus
akmens laikmeta Latvijas teritorija, kas konstatéti, izmantojot stabilo izotopu analizes, un
noteikt, vai ir redzamas atSkiribas dazados laika periodos. P&tijuma skatiti tris akmens
laikmeta pieminekli — Zvejnieku, Aboras I un Krei¢u apmetnes, aptverot laika posmu no
mezolita (9000.-5500. g. p. m. &.) lidz neolitam (5500.—1800. g. p. m. &.). Lidz Sim kopa
analizeti 26 individi no §Tm apmetném.

Petfjuma rezultati uzrada butisku atSkiribu neesamibu aplikojamo laika posmu
agrinas bérnibas (~ 0—4 gadi) uztura paradumos, tas ir, bérna baroSanas ar kriiti ilguma,
piebarosanas perioda un zidiSanas partraukSanas laika. Ta, pétitie individi mezolita 8,5
meénesus partika tikai no krutsbarosanas, savukart vélaja neolita — vidgji 7,2 ménesus. Turklat
vienas populacijas ietvaros konstat€jamas atSkiribas kriitsbaroSanas ilguma varétu liecinat
gan par atSkirigam atSkirSanas no krits strat€gijam, gan atskirigu matém pieejamo uzturu.
Slapekla un oglekla rezultati apliecina, ka zivis nereti veidojusas lielu dalu no bérnu digtas
akmens laikmeta.

Petijums veikts Latvijas zinatnes padomes finans€ta projekta “Lauksaimniecibas
aizsakumi un apkartéja vide Lubana ezera mitraja Aboras neolita apmetn&” (1zp—2022/1—
0300) ietvaros.



A Dog in the Latvian and Baltic Finnic folklore

Eduards Plankajs
Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia

Latvian and Estonian folklore sources reference a peculiar oral tradition involving
so—called four—eyed dogs characterized by differently coloured fur above their eyes that
gives them the appearance of four eyes. Beliefs documented in folklore fieldworks say that
four—eyed dogs can see supernatural things, for example, the souls of dead people who visit
the homes of the living during the autumn. Also, in other forms of oral folklore — folk songs,
proverbs, and tales — evidence of the colour of dogs’ coat is often found. Juris Urtans has
established that the dogs found in the folklore of Latgale hillforts are most often black (35
out of 75 texts) or spotted. It is noteworthy that the dog mentioned in folklore is not only the
guardian of the castle but also guards hidden treasures underground. In Indo—European
cultures, chthonic features attributed to the dog are already found in ancient Greek
(Cerberus) and ancient Scandinavian mythology (Garmr). So far, Livonian folklore has paid
increased attention to the image of the werewolf, and in Latvian folklore — to the image of
the wolf. The dog is viewed through the prism of the folklore of the Baltic (Latgallian)
cultural space. The aim of the study is to evaluate the symbolism of the dog in the Western
Baltic Finnic — Livonian, Finnish, and Estonian folklore, confronting it with archaeological
evidence in the Baltic Sea region. Although folklore and archaeological sources are
separated by several centuries, namely, the folklore evidence is anachronistic to the dog co—
burial tradition, which was practiced by the Finnic peoples of the Western Baltic Finns —
Livonians, Finns, Sami and Estonians — in the late Iron Age (10"—12% centuries AD), they
can refine the idea of the diversity of forms of human and dog coexistence in prehistory,
including the dog as a medium between this world and the chthonic otherworld. Following
the principles of internal source criticism, it can be assumed that certain layers of folklore,
such as the strongly negative connotations of the dog, may have also been created through
the symbiosis of pagan and Christian traditions over the centuries, and necessarily reflect the
symbolism and traditions practised by Western Baltic Finns.



Suna tels latvieSu un Baltijas somu folklora

Eduards Plankajs
Humanitaro zinatnu fakultate, Latvijas Universitate

LatvieSu un igaunu folkloras materiali piemin savdabigu mutvardu dailrades liecibu
—t. s. Cetracainos sunus jeb sunus ar atsSkirigas krasas kazoka apmatojumu virs acim, radot
vizualu iespaidu, ka tiem ir Cetras acis. Folkloras ekspedicijas dokumentgtie ticEjumi vésta,
ka Cetracainie suni sp€j saskatit pardabiskas lietas, piem&ram, miruSo cilvéku dveéseles, kas
rudent velu laika apmekle majas. Ar citas folkloras formas — tautasdziesmas, teikas un
pasakas — nereti rodamas liecibas par sunu apmatojuma krasu. Ta Juris Urtans konstatgjis,
ka Latgales pilskalnu folklora sastopamie suni visbiezak ir melni (35 no 75 tekstiem) vai
raibi. Zimigi, ka suns folkloras avotos ir ne vien pils sargs, bet sarga ar pazemé apsléptas
bagatibas. Indoeiropiesu kultiiras sunim piedévétas htoniskas iezimes rodamas jau sengrieku
(Cerbers) un senskandinavu mitologija (Garmr). LibieSu folklora pastiprinata uzmaniba
veltita vilkaca t€lam, bet latviesu folklora — vilka. Suns apliikots caur baltu (Latgales)
kulturtelpas folkloras prizmu.

P&tijuma mérkis ir vertet suna simbolismu rietumu Baltijas somugru — IibieSu, somu
un igaunu — folklora, to konfront€jot ar arheologiskajam liecibam Baltijas juras regiona. Lai
ar1 folkloras un arheologiskos avotus $kir vairaki gadsimti, proti, folkloras liecibas ir
anahroniskas sunu Iidzapbedijumiem, ko vélaja dzelzs laikmeta (10.—12. gs. m. &.) praktiz&ja
rietumu Baltijas somugru tautas — Iibiesi, somi, samsalie$i un igauni, tas var pilnveidot
priekSstatu par cilvéka un suna lidzaspastavesanas formu dazadibu aizvestur€, ietverot suni
ka mediju starp sosauli un htonisko vinsauli. leverojot ieks€jas avotu kritikas principus,
japielauj, ka atseviski folkloras slani, pieméram, suna izteikti negativas konotacijas var ari
bt tapuSas gadsimtu gaita mijiedarbojoties paganiskajam un kristigajam tradicijam un
neviennozimigi atspogulo tiesi Baltijas somu simbolismu un tradicijas aizvesturg.



The Archaeological Presence of the Teutonic Knights in the Banat of Severin

Micjael Sigismund Ferencz Gross
Timisoara Revolution Memorial

This study investigates archaeological evidence for the Teutonic Knights in the Banat
of Severin during the 13" century. Although the order’s activities in Transylvania are well
documented, their presence and settlements in the Banat region remain poorly understood.
Through the analysis of historical documents, such as papal bulls and Royal Charters, and a
review of limited archaeological excavations and surveys, the research seeks to identify
potential sites and material culture associated with the order. The hypothesis proposes that
the Teutonic Knights’ presence in the Banat of Severin, though brief, was primarily
defensive and aimed at securing the southern Carpathian passes against Cuman incursions.
The results indicate a strategic, temporary occupation, marked by the construction of small
fortifications and the control of trade routes, rather than the establishment of large monastic
settlements. This study contributes new perspectives on the lesser—known frontier activities
of the Teutonic Order and their influence on the geopolitical dynamics of medieval
southeastern Europe.

10



Arheologiskas liecibas par Vacu ordeni Severinas Banata

Mihaels Sigismunds Ferencs Gross (Micjael Sigismund Ferencz Gross)
TimiSoaras Revoliicijas memorials

Pé&tijuma centra ir arheologiskas liecibas par Vacu ordena klatbiitni Severinas Banata
13. gadsimta. Lai gan ordena klatbiitne Transilvanija ir labi dokumentgta, par ta darbibam
un apmetném Banatas regiona ir maz informacijas. Analiz&jot vésturiskos dokumentus,
tostarp pavesta bullas un karala likumus, ka ari noteiktu skaitu arheologisko izrakumu un
apsekojumu parskatu, §1 petijuma merkis ir identific€t ar ordeni saistitas potencialas vietas
un materialo kultiru. Referata izvirzita hipotéze, ka, lai arT Vacu ordenis Severinas Banata
uzturgjas 1slaicigi, ta darbibai regiona bija aizsardzibas raksturs, koncentr&joties uz dienvidu
Karpatu pareju aizsargaSanu pret turku tautas kumanu iebrukumiem. Atklajumi liecina par
stratégisku, Tslaicigu ordena klatbiitni, ko raksturoja nelielu nocietinajumu biivnieciba un
tirdzniecibas celu kontrole, nevis lielu klostera apmetnu izveide. Sis darbs sniedz jaunu
ieskatu mazak zinamas Vacu ordena pierobezas aktivitatés un to ietekmi uz viduslaiku
Dienvidaustrumeiropas geopolitisko dinamiku.
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Eugenic Debate in the United Kingdom. How Positive Eugenics Prevailed over
Coercive Measures (1900-1945)

Daniel Stancu
West University of Timisoara

Eugenics came into being as a serious scientific study in a moment where science
began to flourish, including the discovery of genetics by Gregor Mendel (1822—-1884) in
1883, and Francis Galton’s (1822-1911) “Inquiries into Human Faculty and Its
Development”, where he coined the term eugenics from the Greek word Eugenes, meaning
“good stock”. The motivation behind this paper centres on the question itself: why didn’t the
Brits go to such extreme lengths in applying eugenics? The study's methodology compares
the United Kingdom, the United States, and, for greater contrast, Nazi Germany. This paper
aims to analyse the reasons behind the United Kingdom’s focus on positive eugenics rather
than coercive measures, unlike the United States; nevertheless, eugenic restrictions existed,
such as the Mental Deficiency Act of 1913.

This study compares the situation in the UK with eugenic policies in the United
States, focusing on Indiana's 1907 restrictive sterilization law, the first in the country. It also
examines how the political regime impacts eugenic policies by comparing to Nazi Germany's
racial state. This section aims to highlight the different approaches rooted in both political
and cultural context reasoning.

The main conclusion from this study is that in the United Kingdom, cultural and
political views prevented the eugenic ideal from escalating into one requiring increased
levels of biopolitics and bioengineering. The main reason the British avoided adopting more
extreme measures, such as sterilization, seems to be rooted in the social rather than racial
focus of their eugenics policies.
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Debates par eigéniku Apvienotaja Karalisté. Ka pozitiva eigenika guva virsroku par
piespiedu pasakumiem (1900-1945)

Daniels Stancu (Daniel Stancu)
TimiSoaras Rietumu Universitate

Eigénika ka pétniecibas virziens radas bridi, kad zinatne saka strauji attistities,
tostarp Gregoram Mendelim (Gregor Mendel, 1822—1884)) atklajot genétiku un 1883. gada
Fransisam Galtonam (Francis Galton, 1822—1911) public€jot darbu “Cilvéka sp&ju un to
attistibas petijumi”, kura vin$ no grieku varda “Eugenes” — labs materials — radija terminu
eigénika. Referata fokusa ir jautajums: kapec briti nepielietoja ekstremalus eige€nikas
pasakumus? Galvena pétijuma metode ir salidzinajums, pievérSot uzmanibu apstakliem
Apvienotaja Karalisté, Amerikas Savienotajas Valstis un nacistiskaja Vacija, kur bija
ievérojamas atSkiribas. Referata mérkis ir analizet iemeslus, kapec Apvienota Karaliste
koncentr§jas uz pozitivo eigéniku, nevis pieméroja piespiedu pasakumus ka Amerikas
Savienotajas Valstis. Tomér ari Apvienotaja Karalist€ pastavéja eigénika balstiti
ierobezojumi, pieméram, 1913. gada likuma par garigas attistibas trauc€jumiem (Mental
Deficiency Act).

Petijuma tiks veikts salidzinajums starp situaciju Apvienotaja Karalistg un eigénikas
politiku Amerikas Savienotajas Valstis, t. sk. ierobezojoSajiem likumiem Indiana
1907. gada, pirmo sterilizacijas likumu valst1. Izcelot atSkiribas, tiks apliikots rasu jautajums
nacistiskaja Vacija, lai analizétu, ka politiska rezima specifika ietekmgja eigénikas politiku.
Ar pieméru palidzibu tiks izceltas atSkirigas pieejas gan politiskaja, gan kultiras
argumentacija.

Galvenie pétijuma secinajumi liecina, ka Apvienotaja Karalist€ kultiiras un politiskie
uzskati nelava eigénikai pariet augstaka biopolitikas un bioinZenierijas Itmeni. Iemesls,
kapéc briti atturgjas no bargaku pasakumu, pieméram, sterilizacijas, pienemsanas, Skiet, ir
vinu eigénikas politikas orientacija uz socialajiem, nevis rasu aspektiem.
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The Significance of Bell Ringing Practices in the Tradition of Christian
Denominations

Laurynas Preiksa
Vytautas Magnus University

This article explores sources that mention the use of bells in Christian denominational
traditions, aiming to understand the meaning of bell-ringing practices that have persisted to
the present day. Special focus is given to the mourning bell-ringing customs during Christian
funeral rites. The origins and early history of bells in Christianity remain uncertain. Different
sources and studies provide information on the bell's origin, suggesting various regions.
While acknowledging that the bell's true origin is not fully known, researchers note its
presence in older, pre—Christian cultures. The Lithuanian translation of the Old Testament
mentions bells, specifically in the books of Exodus, Sirach, and Zechariah, but their
depiction differs from how they are viewed today. Some sources (Henry Beauchamp
Walters, 1867—1944) identify Bishop St. Paulinus of Nola (5" century AD) as the first to
introduce bells into Christianity, while others (Onofrio Pavinio, 1530—1568) associate their
introduction with Pope Sabinian (7" century AD). The analysis of these sources shows that:
(1) the functional meaning of the bell in believers’ minds gradually shifted from a signalling
device to a sacred instrument used to call people to prayer; and (2) a connection developed
between religious and folk piety traditions, as the text of the bell’s blessing is reflected in
believers’ practices.
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Zvanu zvaniSanas prakses nozime Kkristigo konfesiju tradicija

Laurinas Preik$a (Laurynas Preiksa)
Vitauta Diza Universitate

Saja pettjuma tiek analizéti avoti, kuros minéta zvanu izmantogana kristigo konfesiju
tradicija, cenSoties noteikt [idz misdienam saglabajusos zvanu zvaniSanas prakSu nozimi.
Ipasa uzmaniba tiek pieveérsta séru zvanu zvanisanas praksei kristigo konfesiju béru ritualos.
Zvanu agrina vesture kristietiba ir neskaidra. Dazadi avoti un pétijumi sniedz informaciju
par zvanu tradicijas rasanos, noradot uz vairakiem regioniem. Atzistot, ka zvanu tradicijas
raSanas nav pilniba skaidra, petnieki atzime to klatbiitni senakas, pirmskristietibas kulttiras.
Zvani ir piemin€ti Vecas Deribas lietuviesu tulkojuma, proti, IzceloSanas, Straha gudribas
un Caharijas gramata. Tome@r to att€lojums avota atSkiras no ta, ka tie tiek uztverti
miusdienas. Dazi autori (Henry Beauchamp Walters, 1867—-1944) ka zvanu izmantoSanas
aizsacgju kristiettba min biskapu Sv&to Paulinu no Nolas (5. gadsimts), savukart citi
(Onofrio Pavinio, 1530-1568) to ievieSanu religiskaja praksé saista ar pavestu Sabinianu
(7. gadsimts). Avotu analize atklaja, ka (1) zvana funkcionala nozime ticigo apzina
pakapeniski mainijas, no signalierices kliistot par svétu instrumentu, kas aicina uz ligSanu,
un (2) starp religiskajam un tautas dievbijibas tradicijam izveidojas simbioze, jo doma par
zvana svétibu atspogulojas ticigo prakse.
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The Tuskulénai Case (1944-1947): An Anthropological Study of Death Penalty
Practices

Jovita Kadikinaité
Faculty of History, Vilnius University

Between 1944 and 1947, individuals sentenced to death in the internal prison of the
Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic People's Commissariat for State Security (NKGB) and
the Ministry of State Security (MGB) were secretly buried on the grounds of Tuskulénai
Manor. Most of these persons were members of the anti—Soviet resistance. Archaeological
excavations conducted in 1994-1996 and 2003 uncovered the remains of 724 executed
persons, marking the start of forensic archaeology in Lithuania. The research revealed that
victims killed in one or nearby executions were buried in common pits, some of which could
be chronologically linked through identified individuals. Forensic anthropology plays a vital
role here: by applying modern techniques, it is possible to reconstruct causes of death, injury
mechanisms, and post-mortem handling of remains. However, during the excavations at
Tuskulénai, methods were limited to macroscopic wound examination and photo comparison
for identification (DNA analysis was unavailable at the time). Today, re—examining these
remains with advanced forensic and criminalistic methods is crucial. Combining these
results with historical and archaeological data offers a more complete understanding of the
events and helps identify those involved, as identification remains the primary goal of such
work. The report presents preliminary findings from new anthropological research on the
Tuskulénai remains. Laboratory analyses indicate that executions were not always
systematic and sometimes atypical. Along with characteristic gunshot wounds to the skull,
numerous injuries from sharp objects and impacts were documented, with 335 cases
exhibiting signs of extreme violence. Furthermore, 53 deaths occurred without any evidence
of gunshot wounds.
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Tuskulénu lieta (1944—1947): navessoda prakses antropologisks pétijums

Jovita Kadinkaite (Jovita Kadikinaité)
Vestures fakultate, Vilnas Universitate

No 1944. Iidz 1947. gadam Tuskulénu muizas teritorija veikti slepeni apbedijumi
cilvékiem, kuriem Lietuvas Padomju Socialistiskas Republikas Valsts drosSibas tautas
komisariata (NKGB) un Valsts drosibas ministrijas (MGB) ieks€ja cietuma piesprieda
navessodu. Vairakums sodito bija pretpadomju pretosanas kustibas dalibnieki. 1994.—1996.
un 2003. gada veiktajos arheologiskajos izrakumos tika atklatas 724 personu mirstigas
atliekas, iezim&jot tiesu medicinas arheologijas sakumu Lietuva. Pétijumi atklaja, ka viena
vai secigas navessodu izpildes reizés nogalinatie tika aprakti kopigas bedrés, no kuram dazas
vargja hronologiski sasaistit, nemot véra identificétas personas. Jautajuma dzilakai izp&tei
butiska loma ir tiesu medicinas antropologijai: izmantojot miisdienigas metodes, ir
iesp&jams rekonstruét naves c€lonus, ievainojumu veidus un pécnaves apstaklus, piemeéram,
mirstigo atlieku apglabasanu. Tomeér Tuskulénu izrakumu laika izmantotas metodes
aprobezojas ar brii¢u makroskopisku parbaudi un fotoatt€lu salidzinasanu identifikacijai
(DNS parbaude tolaik nebija pieejama). Miisdienas ir svarigi atkartoti parbaudit mirstigas
atliekas, izmantojot progresivas tiesu medicinas un kriminalistikas metodes. legiito rezultatu
salidzinaSana ar véstures avotu un arheologijas datiem sniedz visaptverosaku izpratni par
attiecigajiem notikumiem un palidz identific€t iesaistitas personas, jo identifikacija ir $ada
darba galvenais mérkis. Referata sniegti jaunu antropologisko pétijumu provizoriskie
rezultati par Tuskulénu muiza apglabatajam mirstigajam atlieckam. Laboratorija veiktas
analizes liecina, ka navessoda izpilde ne vienmér bija sistematiska, dazreiz pat netipiska.
Lidztekus raksturigajam Sautam briicém galvaskausa registréti daudzi asu objektu un
triecienu raditi ievainojumi, 335 gadijumos ar parmeérigas vardarbibas pazimém. Turklat 53
upuru liki bija bez jebkadam Sautu briicu pazimém.
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Relations between Latvia and Soviet Russia: Situation on the State Border
(1920-1921)

Kristiana Belska
Latvian War Museum

The border of any state marks the point where its actual power and influence end. A
border is a precisely defined line that can shift over space and time, and it also represents a
point where different identities and national interests clash. The border is one of the elements
that define a state and largely mirrors its internal and external policies. Latvia began its fight
for borders in November 1918 and finished it in the early 1920s. Disputes over border issues
arose with all neighbouring countries, but a particularly complex situation developed along
the border with Soviet Russia.

Latvia and the Soviet Union began addressing territorial issues after the 30 January
1920, armistice. The issue remained important until August, when its resolution led to the
signing of the peace treaty on 11 August. However, this did not ensure peace along the
border. Incidents occurred not only during the peace negotiations but also after the treaty’s
ratification. These included artillery shelling of Latvian army units from the Soviet side,
robberies, acts of terror against civilians by Red Army soldiers, as well as their capture and
deportation to Soviet Russia. This situation persisted throughout the 1920s.

This paper aims to analyse Latvia—Soviet Russia relations from 1920 to 1921,
focusing on the situation and developments along the border between the two countries. The
research employs historical and comparative methods, along with a case study approach.

The paper concludes that the situation on the Latvia—Soviet Russia border from 1920
to 1921 largely reflected the main trends in Latvia—Soviet Russia relations — specifically, the
failure to fulfil the conditions of the peace treaty and the weakening of Latvia’s internal and
external security. The border became a site where Soviet Russia pursued a hostile policy
toward Latvia. The example of the Latvia—Soviet Russia border offers a better understanding
not only of the relations between Latvia and Soviet Russia but also of Soviet Russia’s policy
toward its border states and the West in general.
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Latvijas—Padomju Krievijas attiecibas: situacija uz robezas (1920-1921)

Kristiana Belska
Latvijas Kara muzejs

Katras valsts robeza ir vieta, kur beidzas tas faktiska vara un ietekme. Robeza ir
konkréta laika un telpa fikséts lielums, kura satiekas kultiiras un saduras valstu politiskas
intereses, ietekméjot to mainibu. Robeza ir viens no elementiem, kas defin€ valsti, un liela
meéra atspogulo tas iek$€jo un argjo politiku. Cinu par savam robezam Latvija saka
1918. gada novembrT un noslédza 20. gs. 20. gadu sakuma. Domstarpibas robezjautajuma
bija ar visam kaiminvalstim, tacu IpasSa situacija veidojas uz Latvijas robezas ar Padomju
Krieviju.

Latvija un Padomju Krievija saka risinat teritorialo jautajumu jau p€c pamiera
noslégSanas 1920. gada 30. janvari. Robezjautajums bija aktuals lidz pat augustam, kad ta
atrisinaSana paveéra celu miera liguma parakstiSanai 11. augusta. Tacu realitaté tas
negarant&ja mieru uz robezas. Incidenti te tika fikseti ne tikai miera sarunu laika, bet ar1 péc
liguma ratifikacijas. Robezu apdraud&juma formas bija dazadas, tas ietvéra Latvijas armijas
dalu apSaudi, sarkanarmieSu veiktas laupiSanas un civiliedzivotaju teroru, tai skaita
saglistiSanu un izveSanu uz Padomju Krieviju u. tml. Situacija neuzlabojas ar1 turpmak.

Referata meérkis ir analizét Latvijas un Padomju Krievijas attiecibas 1920.—
1921. gada, galveno uzmanibu pievérSot situdcijai un noris€m uz abu valstu robezas.
Referata izstrade izmantota vesturiska un salidzinosa metode, gadijuma analize.

Petijuma secinats, ka situacija uz Latvijas—Padomju Krievijas robezas 1920.—
1921. gada liela méra atspoguloja abu valstu savstarpgjo attiecibu galvenas tendences —
RobezZa kluva par vietu, kur Padomju Krievija realiz€ja naidigu politiku attieciba pret
Latviju. Latvijas—Padomju Krievijas robezas piemérs lauj labak saprast ne tikai Latvijas—
Padomju Krievijas attiecibas, bet ari Padomju Krievijas politiku attieciba pret savam
robezvalstim un Rietumvalstim.
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Relations between Romania and Latvia (1918-1940)

Damaschin—Robert Blindu
Timisoara Revolution Memorial

This study examines the development of diplomatic relations between Romania and
Latvia, emphasizing both the regional security framework and bilateral interactions. Despite
early efforts to build broader alliances involving Poland, the Baltic States, and Romania,
cooperation mainly emerged through information—sharing agreements and reciprocal
diplomatic missions. The appointment of envoys such as Martin§ Nuksa (1878-1942),
Olgerds Grosvalds (1884—1962), and Constantin Vallimarescu (1891-?) demonstrates the
interconnected networks of interwar diplomacy, where both nations aimed for security
guarantees against Soviet expansion. The joint signing of key international treaties, including
the 1933 London Convention for the Definition of Aggression, highlighted shared goals in
protecting sovereignty. Nonetheless, Latvia’s annexation by the Soviet Union in 1940 broke
bilateral ties, as observed by Romanian diplomat Grigore Niculescu—Buzesti (1908—1949).
Relations only revived after Latvia regained independence in 1991, with Romania among
the first to recognize the Baltic country. Today, their partnership continues within the
European Union and NATO frameworks, reflecting a century of shifting alliances,
diplomatic resilience, and aligned strategic interests.
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Rumanijas—Latvijas attiecibas (1918-1940)

Damasins—Roberts Blindu (Damaschin—Robert Blindu)
TimiSoaras Revoliicijas memorials

Referata veértéta Rumanijas un Latvijas diplomatisko attiecibu attistiba regiona
drosibas ietvara un divpus€jas parstavniecibas konteksta. Neskatoties uz sakotn&jam
iniciativam par plasakam aliansém, iesaistot Poliju, Baltijas valstis un Rumaniju, sadarbiba
starp Rumaniju un Latviju lielakoties veidojas, izmantojot informacijas apmainas ligumus
un savstarpgjas diplomatiskas misijas. Tadu sttnu ka Martina Nuksas (1878—1942), Olgerda
Grosvalda (1884—1962) un Konstantina Vallimaresku (Constantin Vallimarescu, 1891-7?)
iecelSana ilustré starpkaru diplomatijas apstaklus, kuros abas valstis mekl&ja drosibas
garantijas pret Padomju Savienibas ekspansiju. Svarigu starptautisku ligumu, 1pasi
1933. gada Londonas konvencijas par agresijas definiciju, parakstiSana uzsvéra kopigas
intereses valstu suverenitates stiprinaSana. 1940. gada Padomju Savienibas istenota Latvijas
aneksija, ko klatien€ pieredz€ja Rumanijas diplomats Grigore Nikulesku—Buzesti (Grigore
Niculescu—Buzesti, 1908—1949), nozimé&ja divpus€jo attiecibu parravumu. Starpvalstiskas
attiecibas atjaunojas tikai pec Latvijas neatkaribas atjaunosanas 1991. gada, Rumanijai esot
starp pirmajam, kas atzina Baltijas valsti de iure. Musdienas Latvijas un Rumanijas
partneriba turpinas Eiropas Savienibas un NATO ietvaros, atspogulojot gadsimtu ilgu
mainigu alian$u, diplomatiskas noturibas un vienotu stratégisko interesu trajektoriju.
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Search for Lithuania's Position in the Charles J. Kersten Committee
(1953-1954)

Augusté Grakavinaité
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania

On 15 June 1940, Lithuania was occupied by the Soviet Union, was reoccupied in
1944, and remained under Soviet control until it regained independence on 11 March 1990.
The United States never recognized the Baltic states’ annexation into the USSR, and in 1953,
the U.S. Congress launched a special investigation into the occupation, led by Charles J.
Kersten (1902-1972). Using the U.S. and Lithuanian archival sources, this study examines
how various parties sought to address the Lithuanian occupation issue in Congress. The
research highlights the goals and results of these efforts.

The study examined witness testimonies collected by the American Lithuanian
Council (ALT), the committee’s preparation process, and the reasons for establishing it in
1953. Additionally, it explores the efforts and outcomes, representation of occupation issues
by other Lithuanian organizations, as well as the U.S. objectives and its interests in
establishing the committee. The testimony of Vincas Krévé-Mickevicius (1882—-1954) was
analysed to assess his influence on the committee’s investigation and to uncover the reasons
behind the controversial interpretations of his testimony in Lithuanian historiography.

The study concludes that while ALT initiated the Kersten Committee, its creation
was also supported by other Lithuanian diaspora organizations and U.S. interests. The U.S.
Department of State and other institutions sought to inform the public about Soviet crimes
and emphasize the evils of communism. During preparations for the investigation,
Lithuanian diaspora organizations clashed over the allocation of responsibilities, and ALT
failed to fully address all relevant issues and witnesses. Nevertheless, the study collected a
wealth of valuable information and testimonies that helped shed light on Lithuania’s position
in the committee.
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Lietuvas diasporas nostija Carlza Kerstena komisija (1953-1954)

Auguste Grakavinaite (4Augusté Grakavinaité)
Lietuvas Arlietu ministrija

Savieniba. Lietuvas teritorija atradas Padomju Savienibas kontrolé Iidz neatkaribas
atjaunoSanai 1990. gada 11. marta. Amerikas Savienotas Valstis nekad neatzina Baltijas
valstu inkorporaciju PSRS, un 1953. gada ASV Kongress uzsaka 1pasu okupacijas apstaklu
izmekl&sanu, kuru vadija Carlzs Kerstens (Charles J. Kersten, 1902—1972). Balstoties uz
ASV un Lietuvas arhivu materialiem, referata vertéts, ka dazadas iesaistitas puses sasniedza
savus mérkus, risinot Lietuvas okupacijas jautajumu ASV Kongresa. P&tijums koncentrgjas
uz So centienu mérkiem un rezultatiem.

Referata analiz€tas Amerikas LietuvieSu padomes (ALT) apkopotas liecibas,
komisijas sagatavoSanas process un tas izveidosanas iemesli 1953. gada. Papildus pétiti citu
lietuvieSu organizaciju centieni un rezultati, okupacijas jautajuma apliikoSana, ka art ASV
meérki un interese par komisijas izveidi. Vinca Kréves—Mickevi¢a (Vincas Kréve—
Mickevicius, 1882—1954) lieciba analiz&ta, lai novertetu vina ietekmi uz komisijas darbu un
atklatu iemeslus vina liecibu pretrunigajam interpretacijam Lietuvas historiografija.

Petijuma secinats, ka, lai gan Kerstena komisijas iniciatore bija ALT, komisijas
izveidi veicingja arT citas lietuvieSu diasporas organizacijas un ASV intereSu ievéroSana.
ASV Valsts departaments un citas iestades centas informé&t sabiedribu par padomju
noziegumiem un uzsveért komunisma launumu. Gatavojoties izmekleSanai, lietuvieSu
diasporas organizacijas konflikteja par atbildibu sadalijumu, un ALT neizdevas pilniba
risinat visus biitiskos jautajumus un sasniegt visus lieciniekus. Tomér komisija kopuma
apkopoja veértigu informacija un liecibas, kas palidz€ja noskaidrot Lietuvas diasporas
nostaju.
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Women in the Leadership of the Lutheran Congregation in the Latvian and Estonian
SSRs (1944-1967)

Diana Hristenko
Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia

This paper explores various aspects of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia
(LELB) and the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELK) from 1944 to 1967,
including the religious and daily lives of congregations, the church leadership’s stance on
women’s ordination within the Lutheran Church, and the Soviet anti-religious policies
during Stalin’s era, the Khrushchev period, and shortly afterward.

The chronological scope of this paper covers the re—occupation of the Baltic States
by the Soviet Union, marking the start of Sovietization and its religious policies in 1944, and
continues until the ordination of Laine Villenthal (1922-2009), the first woman theologian
in the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church, in 1967. The research aims to analyse the
conditions that enabled women to become leaders of Lutheran congregations in the Latvian
and Estonian SSRs, thereby preserving religious life and keeping congregations as intact as
possible. By examining materials from the Latvian and Estonian State archives, the archives
of LELB and EELK, and related literature, the author seeks to reveal how women, with or
without theological education, served their congregations while facing postwar hardships,
anti—religious policies, and the declining societal role of the Church.

Examples of Millija Roze (1899-1976) and Vallija Rutkis (1912-?) in Latvia, along
with other cases from Estonia, highlight the understudied topic of women as active and
reliable members of the Church during the Soviet era, despite the challenges they faced from
both the State and the Church. This analysis and comparison of women’s leadership roles in
congregations adds another piece to the puzzle regarding the history of women’s ordination
in Baltic Lutheran Churches and its development during the occupation.
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Sievietes ev.—lut. draudZu vadiba: Latvijas un Igaunijas piemeérs (1944-1967)

Diana Hristenko
Humanitaro zinatnu fakultate, Latvijas Universitate

Referats veltits Latvijas ev.—lut. baznicas (LELB) un Igaunijas ev.—lut. baznicas
(EELK) un to atsevisku draudZu darbibai laikd no 1944. gada lidz 1967. gadam, 1pasu
uzmanibu pievérsot Baznicu nostajai un religijas politikai Padomju Savieniba, kas eksistéja
Stalina un Hru$¢ova periodos, ka ar1 1si péc tam.

Referata galvenais temats ir draudzu lideres — sievietes, kuras uznémusas kalposanu,
ka ar1 Baznicu attieksme pret potencialo sievieSu ordinaciju gritaja péckara perioda.
Referata hronologiskas robezas nosaka Latvijas un Igaunijas otrreizgja padomju okupacija
un pirmas ev.—lut. sievieSu macitajas Laines Villentales (Laine Villenthal, 1922-2009)
ordinacija Igaunija. P&tijuma vertétas situacijas un konteksts, kados sievietes — ar vai bez
ieprieksgjas teologiskas izglitibas — kluva par draudzu garigajam liderém, lai péc iespéjas
veiksmigak un ilgak saglabatu draudzu darbibu un visparju pastavéSanu. Izmantojot
Latvijas un Igaunijas arhivu materialus, atbilstoSo presi un stradajot ar zinatnisko literattru,
atklats pret religiju verstas politikas negativais fons, péckara gritibas un apstakli sieviesu
dzive, kalpojot draudzes.

Millijas Rozes (1899-1976) un Valijas Rutkis (1912—?) piem@ri no Latvijas un
analogiski gadijumi Igaunija atklaj maz pétitu, tau svarigu tematu sievieSu ordinacijas
vesturé ev.—lut. baznica Latvija un Igaunija, cenSoties atbildét uz jautajumu: “kada bija
sievie$u teologu dzive un iesp€jas pirms ordinacijas padomju perioda?”
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Padomju varas represijas pret Latvijas Republikas prokuratiiras instituciju
amatpersonam (1940-1941)

Samanta Filimonova

1940. gada 5. augusta Latvijas Republika tika inkorporéta PSRS sastava, kas radija
biitiskas parmainas valsts institiicijas un sabiedriba kopuma. Saja perioda tika parstrukturéta
tiesu sist€éma, ierobezota valsts institiiciju autonomija, ka ar1 sakas plaSas represijas pret
valsts amatpersonam. Prokuratiiras amatpersonas ka tiesu varas biitiska sastavdala nonaca
pasi sarezgita situacija — vinu darbiba, likteni un méginajumi pielagoties okupacijas varai
atspoguloja gan personiskas tragédijas, gan tiesu varas lomu okupacijas legitimacija.
P&tfjuma merkis ir analizét prokuratiiras amatpersonu statusu un pret SIm personam verstas
represijas 1940.—1941. gada, izvertejot padomju reZima istenoto tiesiskas elites nomainu un
tas lomu okupacijas legitimacijas nodro$inasana. Meérka isteno$anai ka pamatavots
izmantotas LPSR VDK kriminallietas, kas pieejamas Latvijas Nacionalaja arhiva. P&tijuma
izmantota starpdisciplinara pieeja, apvienojot véstures un tiesibu sociologijas metodes:
salidzino§a, statistiskas analizes un teorctiska tiesibu sociologijas metode.

P&c Latvijas teritorijas ieklauSanas PSRS sastava Latvijas tiesu sisteéma, tostarp
prokuratiiras institticiju funkcijas, tika partrauktas, nodroSinot jaunu, padomju reZimam
atbilstoSu tiesu sisteému. Statistikas dati liecina, ka lielaka dala prokuroru (34 amatpersonas)
tika deportéti vai represéti. Vienlaikus bija art dala prokuroru, kuri centas sadarboties ar
jauno rezimu, méginot pielagoties un legitimét ta varu.

Prokurattiiras amatpersonas, kuras izradija v€lmi sadarboties ar jauno reZimu, savu
lojalitati galvenokart centas pieradit, sagatavojot atskaites, kriminallietu materialus un
personu sarakstus, kuros tika inkriminéti Karla Ulmana (1877-1942) reZzima atbalstitaji,
prokurattiras darbinieki un perkonkrustiesi.

26



Soviet Repression of Officials of the Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Latvia
(1940-1941)

Samanta Filimonova

On 5 August 1940, the Republic of Latvia was incorporated into the USSR, which
brought about significant changes in state institutions and society. During this period, the
judicial system was restructured, the autonomy of state institutions was limited, and
widespread repression against state officials began. As an essential part of the judicial
authority, prosecution officials found themselves in an especially difficult situation — their
actions, fates, and attempts to adapt to the occupation regime reflected both personal
tragedies and the judiciary's role in legitimizing the occupation. The research aims to analyse
the status of prosecution officials and the repressions directed against them in 19401941,
assessing the Soviet regime’s replacement of the legal elite and its role in ensuring the
legitimization of the occupation. To achieve this aim, the study is based on Latvian SSR
KGB criminal case files available at the Latvian National Archives. The research employs
an interdisciplinary approach, combining methods from history and sociology of law,
including comparative, statistical, and theoretical methods of legal sociology.

After the incorporation of Latvian territory into the USSR, the Latvian judicial
system, including the Prosecutor’s Office's functions, was suspended to establish a new
judicial system aligned with the Soviet regime. Statistical data indicate that the majority of
prosecutors (34 officials) were deported or repressed. At the same time, some prosecutors
attempted to collaborate with the new regime, seeking to adapt to and legitimize its authority.

Primarily, Prosecutor’s Office officials who demonstrated a willingness to
collaborate with the new regime sought to prove their loyalty by preparing reports, criminal
case materials, and lists of individuals incriminated as supporters of Karlis Ulmanis (1877—
1942) regime, Prosecutor’s Office staff, and members of the Pérkonkrusts organization.
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LietuvieSu partizanu sléptuves Ilukstes un Jekabpils aprinkos (1946-1948)

Haralds Bruninieks
Daugavpils Universitate

Ar laika posmu no 1946. gada Iidz 1948. gadam dat€jama lietuvieSu partizanu
darbiba Jekabpils un Ilukstes aprinki, ka dala no kop&jas Baltijas valstu iedzivotaju cinas
pret padomju rezimu, liecina ka par partizanu dzives sarezgitajiem apstakliem, ta ari par
civiliedzivotaju lomu pretoSanas kustiba. Petijuma meérkis ir analizét lietuvieSu partizanu
atbalstitaju ricibu un motivaciju, izmantojot sléptuvju piemerus.

Petijums atklaj tris nozimigakos motivacijas modelus, kas nereti savstarp&ji
parklajas. Pirmkart, atbalsta sniegSanu veicindja nacionala piederiba un gimenes saiknes.
Saja modell nozimiga loma bija kultiiras un nacionalai solidaritatei, kas Tpasi spécigi
izpaudas jauktas gimenés. Ta bija dzila, personiska motivacija, kas saknojas kopiga
identitaté un vértibas. Otrkart, partizanu atbalstitajus motivéja ideologiska parlieciba un
personiga pieredze. ST motivacija balstijas kopiga mérki — atjaunot valstu neatkaribu.
Attiecigi partizanu atbalstitaji var€ja but dazadu tautibu parstavji no visam Baltijas valstim,
kurus vienoja kopiga vélme péc brivibas. Treskart, personiga un gimenes drosiba. Sis
modelis norada uz atbalstitaju sarezgitajiem apstakliem, kuros sakotngji sniegtais atbalsts
var€ja klut par iemeslu arestam un veicinat piespiedu atziSanos vai piekriSanu sadarbibai ar
Valsts drosibas ministriju (MGB). Analiz&tie avoti atklaj, ka partizanu atbalstitaju izvele
nebija vienkarSa. Vinu daudzveidigo lomu brunotaja pretoSanas kustiba noteica gan
ideologiska motivacija, gan personiskie faktori (pieméram, radnieciba). Sadarbiba ar MGB
liela méra bija izmisuma solis, lai pasargatu sevi un glabtu gimeni, noradot uz iedzivotaju
moralu dilemmu, kas balansgja starp partizanu atbalstu un izdzivoSanu.

Petijums veikts Latvijas Zinatnes padomes finanséta projekta “Latvijas 20.-21.
gadsimta vésture: sociala morfogenéze, mantojums un izaicinajumi” (VPP-IZM-Veésture—
2023/1-0003) ietvaros.
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Lithuanian Partisan Hideouts in Ilukste and Jekabpils Counties (1946—1948)

Haralds Bruninieks
Daugavpils University

The activities of Lithuanian partisans in Jekabpils and Ilukste counties from 1946 to
1948, as part of the shared struggle of Baltic States' inhabitants against the Soviet regime,
highlight not only the complexity of partisan life but also the role of civilians in the
resistance. The goal of the study is to analyse the actions and motivations of Lithuanian
partisan supporters through examples of hiding places.

The study identifies three main motivational models that often interact with each
other. First, support was often influenced by nationality and family ties. In this model,
cultural and national solidarity played a key role, especially in mixed families. It was a deep,
personal motivation rooted in shared identity and values. Second, partisan supporters were
driven by ideological beliefs and personal experiences. Their motivation cantered around a
common goal — restoring their countries' independence. As a result, supporters could be from
different nationalities across the Baltic states, united by their desire for freedom. Third, there
was the desire to save one’s life. This model highlights the complex situation supporters
faced, in which initial support could lead to arrest and forced confession, or to agreeing to
collaborate with the Ministry of State Security (MGB). The sources show that partisan
supporters' decisions were often complex. Both ideological factors and personal factors, such
as kinship ties, shaped their varied roles in the armed resistance movement. Cooperation
with the MGB was often a desperate attempt to protect oneself and one’s family, reflecting
a moral dilemma — balancing partisan support with survival.

This research was funded by the Latvian Council of Science, project “Navigating the
Latvian History of the 20th—21st Century: Social Morphogenesis, Legacy, and Challenges”
(No, VPP-IZM—Veésture—2023/1-0003).
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Latvijas nacionalkomunisti trimdas prese (1956-1960)

Vladislavs Matvejevs
Daugavpils Universitate

Péc Otra pasaules kara latvieSu trimda izveidoja autonomu informacijas telpu, kura
prese veidoja priekSstatus par okup€to Latviju. P&c Stalina naves (1953) Latvijas PSR
nacionalkomunisti iestajas par latvieSu kultiru, valodu un zinamu autonomiju no PSRS.
Nacionalkomunistu darbibas kulminacija bija 1959. gada, kad vini piedzivoja represijas un
Eduards Berklavs (1914-2004) ka nacionalkomunistu lideris tika atstadinats no amata.
Trimdas prese, kas bija galvenais informacijas avots diasporai Vacija, Kanada, ASV,
Australija, Zviedrija, formulgja viedoklus par Siem notikumiem. Referata merkis ir izpétit
Latvijas nacionalkomunistu atspogulojumu trimdas pres€, analiz€jot galvenas témas un
attieksmi pret viniem.

Analizéjot 1956.-1960. gada rakstus piecos trimdas laikrakstos, atklajas
neviendabiga attiecksme pret nacionalkomunistiem. Presé Berklavs tiek identificéts ka
nacionalkomunisma sinonims, uzsverot vina atbalstu prioritari lokalajam interesem par
PSRS vajadzibam. “Londonas Avizé” vin§ raksturots ka nacionalists un Maskavas
opozicionars, akcentgjot vina darbibu ka draudu Kremla varai. “Australijas Latviet?” — ka
“lokalisma” politikis, kur§ iestdjies par Latvijas PSR autonomiju. “Latvija Amerika”
atkartoja ideju par nacionalo intereSu prioritaru izvirziSanu. Mingtajos laikrakstots
nacionalkomunisms vertéts pozitivi ceriba uz ta veérsanos pret parkrievosanu, bet izdevumi
“Latvija” un “Laika” to kritiz€ ka potenciali kaitigu komunisma aizsegu vai pretestibas
iliziju. Referata izmantota aprakstosa metode, avotp&tnieciska metode un vésturiska
metode.

Trimdas prese poziciongja nacionalkomunismu ka dubultu fenomenu — ceribu un
potencialu nodevibu, tomér lielakoties to verteja pozitivi ka sabiedrotos pret rusifikaciju un
kolonizaciju. Attélojums mainijas no skepticisma Iidz atbalstam 1959. gada, stiprinot
pretpadomju noskanas un diskusijas par pretestibu sist€mai. Tas ietekméja trimdas uzskatus
par Latvijas teritoriju ka zaud@tu, bet atglistamu.

30



Latvian National Communists in Exile Press (1956-1960)

Vladislavs Matvejevs
Daugavpils University

After World War II, the Latvian exile community created an autonomous information
space in which the press shaped views about occupied Latvia. Following Stalin’s death
(1953), national communists emerged in the Latvian SSR, advocating for Latvian culture
and language, as well as limited autonomy from the USSR. These ideas culminated in 1959
with repressions and the removal of Eduards Berklavs (1914-2004). The exile press was the
primary source of information for émigrés in Germany, Canada, the USA, Australia, and
Sweden, shaping their opinions about these events. The paper aims to examine how Latvian
national communists are portrayed in exile press, by analysing the main themes and attitudes
toward them.

An analysis of articles from five exile newspapers between 1956 and 1960 reveals a
notably ambiguous stance. Berklavs is identified as a synonym for national communism,
emphasizing the prioritization of local interests over those of the USSR. In “Londonas
Avize,” he is portrayed as a nationalist and an opponent of Moscow, highlighting his
activities as a threat to Kremlin power. In “Australijas Latvietis,” he is described as a
“localist” politician who supports autonomy for the Latvian SSR. “Latvija Amerika” echoes
the idea of prioritizing national interests, viewing it positively with hope for resisting
Russification. However, “Latvija” and “Laiks” criticize it as potentially harmful — either as
a cover for communism or an illusion of resistance. The analysis is based on source
comparison: both the Soviet and Western articles were examined for contradictions, even
though many of the articles were identical.

The paper employs the descriptive, source research, and historical methods. The exile
press viewed national communism as a dual phenomenon — hope and potential betrayal —
but mostly evaluated it positively, as allies against Russification and colonization. The
portrayal shifted from scepticism to support in 1959, strengthening anti—Soviet sentiments
and discussions about resistance within the system. This influenced the emigrants’ views on
the territory of Latvia as lost but recoverable.
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Latvijas PSR Ministru Padomes Dabas resursu aizsardzibas un racionalas
izmantoSanas komitejas darbiba (1960-1965)

Aleksandrs Petrovs
Humanitaro zinatnu fakultate, Latvijas Universitate

Latvijas PSR Ministru Padomes Dabas resursu aizsardzibas un racionalas
izmantoSanas komiteja tika dibinata 1960. gada 10. novembri ka republikaniska varas
iestade, kuras darbiba aptvéra Latvijas PSR virszemes un pazemes tidenus, Baltijas juras un
Rigas lica teritorialos fidenus, kas apskalo republikas teritoriju, ka ari visus tas teritorija
atrodamos dabas resursus. Komitejas galvenais uzdevums bija dabas resursu aizsardziba, ka
ar to atjaunoSanas, bagatinasanas un racionalas izmantoS$anas kontrole. Komitejas [émumi
bija saisto$i visam valsts, kooperativajam un sabiedriskajam iestadém, uzp@émumiem un
organizacijam Latvijas PSR teritorija.

Komitejas darbiba tika izbeigta 1965. gada 12. novembrT vissavienibas ekonomiskas
reformas ietvaros un tas funkcijas tika sadalitas starp attiecigajam ministrijam — dabas
resursu izmantotdjam, pieméram, Mezsaimniecibas un mezripniecibas ministriju,
Lauksaimniecibas ministriju un taja pasa 1965. gada izveidoto Melioracijas un
tdenssaimniecibas ministriju. Tadejadi tika izbeigts piecu gadu eksperiments ar vienota
dabas aizsardzibas organa ievieSanu republika, ko péc tam méginaja atkartot 1988. gada,
dibinot Latvijas PSR Valsts dabas aizsardzibas komiteju.

Referata meérkis ir, analiz§ot Latvijas PSR Ministru Padomes Dabas resursu
aizsardzibas un racionalas izmantoSanas komitejas arhiva materialus (LNA LV A 674. fonds)
— sézu protokolus, Iémumus, darbibas planus un parskatus, ka ari saraksti ar citam iestadém
— sniegt ieskatu Komitejas darbibas galvenajos virzienos, tas dibinaSanas un likvidésanas
apstaklos, ka arT loma un ieguldijuma republikas dabas resursu aizsardziba tas pastavesanas
laika, ko var pamatoti raksturot ka ievérojamu.

Petijums veikts AtveseloSanas un noturibas mehanisma projekta “Latvijas
Universitates iek$€ja un argja konsolidacija” (Nr. 5.2.1.1.1.0/2/24/I/CFLA/007) ietvaros.
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Activities of the Committee for the Protection and Rational Use of Natural Resources
of the Council of Ministers of the Latvian SSR (1960-1965)

Aleksandrs Petrovs
Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia

The Committee for the Protection and Rational Use of Natural Resources of the
Council of Ministers of the Latvian SSR was established on 10 November 1960, as a
republican authority responsible for the surface and underground waters of the Latvian SSR,
the territorial waters of the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga along the coastline, and all natural
resources within its territory. The main task of the Committee was to protect natural
resources and oversee their restoration, enrichment, and rational use. Its decisions were
binding for all government, cooperative, and civic institutions, enterprises, and organizations
within Soviet Latvia.

The Committee was dissolved on 12 November 1965, as part of the 1965 Soviet
economic reform, and its functions were redistributed among the respective ministries — such
as the Ministry of Forestry and Forest Industry, the Ministry of Agriculture, and the Ministry
of Land Reclamation and Water Management, which was established in the same year. This
marked the end of the five—year experiment with a unified nature conservation agency in the
republic, which was later attempted again in 1988 with the creation of the State Nature
Conservation Committee.

The report aims to analyse the archival materials of the Committee (Latvian State
Archives of the National Archives of Latvia — LNA LVA, collection No. 674) — including
meeting protocols, decisions, plans, reports, and correspondence — to provide insight into its
main activities, the circumstances of its founding and dissolution, and its significant
contribution to protecting the country's natural resources.

This research was funded by the Recovery and Resilience Facility project “Internal
and External Consolidation of the University of Latvia” (No. 5.2.1.1.1.0/2/24/1/CFLA/007).
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Civiliedzivotaju iesaistes atspogulojums Latvijas Neatkaribas kara militarajas norises
Bermontiades posma avotos: Pardaugavas piemers

Janis Sarnovics
Humanitaro zinatnu fakultate, Latvijas Universitate

Petijums veltits Latvijas Neatkaribas kara (1918-1920) Bermontiades posma
(08.10.-12.03.1919.) Rigas aizstavéSanas kauju perioda (08.10.—11.11.) izpétei
Pardaugavas—Jurmalas operacionalas telpas Pardaugavas sektora, akcentgjot civiliedzivotaju
lidzdalibas formas un ietekmi militaro operaciju konteksta no 15. oktobra Iidz
11. novembrim. Historiografija Sis militarais konflikts tradicionali ticis analiz&ts militara un
militari politiska perspektiva, savukart civiliedzivotaju iesaiste biezi palikusi izp&tes
perifeérija. Petljuma aktualitati nosaka nepiecieSamiba paplasinat izpratni par brunotu
konfliktu socialo dimensiju, 1pasi civilas sabiedribas iesaisti pilsétvides kauju apstaklos un
tas iesp&jamo ietekmi uz militaro operaciju norisi.

Petjuma merkis ir analizét civiliedzivotaju lidzdalibas formas un nozimi
Bermontiades militarajas noris€s, izvertéjot gadijumus, kuros civiliedzivotaji sniedza tiesu
vai netieSu atbalstu karojoSajam pusém vai istenoja darbibas, kas vargja kaveét militaro
operaciju norisi. Papildus pétita karojoSo pusu attieksme pret civiliedzivotajiem un tas
ietekme uz militaro situaciju.

Izpétes gaita apkopotie pieméri — leitnanta Erasta Jirgensona (1891-1942) slépSana,
izlikinformacijas ievakSana un atteikSanas sadarboties ar Rietumu brivpratigo armijas
militarpersonam — liecina, ka dala civiliedzivotaju nebija tikai pasivi verotaji, bet aktivi
militaro noriSu dalibnieki. Avotu baze ietver abu karojoso pusu militaros dokumentus, norisu
dalibnieku liecibas un periodisko izdevumu publikacijas.

Peétijuma rezultati apliecina, ka militari politiskas norises nav abstrah&amas no
dazadiem socialajiem procesiem. Sada perspektiva papildina Latvijas Neatkaribas kara
noriSu izpéti, akcentgjot civiliedzivotaju iesaistes formu daudzveidibu $1 militara konflikta
apstaklos.
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Civilian Involvement in the Military Events of the Latvian War of Independence in
Sources of the Bermondt’s Campaign: The Example of Pardaugava

Janis Sarnovics
Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia

Study examines the defence of Riga during the Bermondt Campaign (08.10.—
12.03.1919) of the Latvian War of Independence (1918-1920), focusing on the Pardaugava—
Jurmala operational area within the Pardaugava sector and emphasizing civilian participation
and its impact on the Latvian Army operations from 15 October to 11 November. Historians
have analysed this conflict primarily from a military and politico—military perspective, while
civilian involvement has often remained on the periphery of research. Its relevance lies in
expanding understanding of the social dimension of armed conflict, particularly regarding
civil society’s role in urban warfare and its potential influence on military outcomes.

The purpose of this paper is to analyse the forms and importance of civilian
involvement in military events, assessing specific cases where civilians provided either
direct or indirect support to the belligerent sides or, on the other hand, engaged in actions
that could hinder military operations. The paper also looks at the attitudes of the combatants
toward civilians and how they influence the military situation.

Examples collected during the research — such as the hiding of a Latvian Army
Lieutenant, intelligence gathering, and refusal to cooperate with Western volunteer army
personnel — demonstrate that, unlike the majority, some civilians were not just passive
observers but active participants in military events. The source base includes military
documents from belligerent sides, eyewitness testimonies, and periodical publications.

The paper’s findings indicate that military and political developments cannot be
abstracted from broader social processes. This perspective enriches research on this military
conflict by highlighting the diversity of civilian involvement.
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Latvijas Satversmes sapulces Juridiskas komisijas darbiba (1920-1922)

Inta Kriimina
Humanitaro zinatnu fakultate, Latvijas Universitate

Latvijas Satversmes sapulces kompetenc€ bija ne tikai valsts konstitlicijas izstrade
un pienems$ana, bet arm nepiecieSama normativa reguléjuma izstrade citas jomas. Lai gan
likumprojekta izskatiSana likumdevéja séZu laika ir redzamaka likumdoS8anas procesa dala,
liela nozime likumprojekta pienemsanas gaita ir komisijam, kas tos sagatavo izskatiSanai
plenarsédeé. Lidz ar to, lai varétu izvérteét Satversmes sapulces darbibu kopuma, citstarp ir
javeic arf tas komisiju darbibas izpéte.

Viena no nozimigakajam Satversmes sapulces komisijam bija Juridiska komisija.
Atskiriba no citam komisijam, kas bija specializ€jusas noteiktas likumdoSanas jomas vai
pildija citus uzdevumus, Juridiskas komisijas kompetenc€ bija visu likumprojektu
izskatiSana, pilnveidojot to juridisko formu. Referata merkis ir izvertét Juridiskas komisijas
darbibu, 1pasu veéribu veltot tas struktiirai, sastavam, funkcijam, darba organizacijai, ka ar1
lémumu pienemsanas procesam. P&tijuma hronologiskas robezas ir atbilsto$as Satversmes
sapulces darbibas laikam. Referata sagatavoSana izmantotas tradicionalas vestures izpétes
metodes. Avotu bazi veido Latvijas Nacionala arhiva Latvijas Valsts véstures arhiva
Satversmes sapulces fonda pieejamas lietas, Satversmes sapulces stenogrammas,
likumdoSanas akti, memuarliteratiira un raksti periodiskajos izdevumos.

Ka liecina izpé&tes rezultati, Juridiskas komisijas darbibu raksturo augsta intensitate,
kompetence un atbildigums. Lidzigi ka I1idz Sim veiktajos petijumos par Satversmes sapulces
komisijam, ar1 Juridiskas komisijas darbibas izp&te apliecina, ka jau tolaik likumprojektu
izskatiSana komisijas un to sagatavoSana nakamajam lasijumam bija ne mazak svarigs un
atbildigs likumdosSanas procesa posms ka likumprojektu izskatiSana likumdeveéja sézu laika.
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The Activities of the Legal Affairs Committee of the Constitutional Assembly of
Latvia (1920-1922)

Inta Kriimina
Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia

The Constitutional Assembly of Latvia was responsible not only for drafting and
adopting the Constitution, but also for drafting the necessary regulatory framework in other
areas. Although the consideration of draft laws during plenary sessions represents the most
visible stage of the legislative process, the committees that prepare these drafts for plenary
discussion play a crucial role during their adoption. Therefore, to comprehensively assess
the activities of the Constitutional Assembly, it is also essential to examine the work of its
committees.

One of the most significant committees of the Constitutional Assembly was the Legal
Affairs Committee. Unlike other committees that specialized in legislative areas or
performed other tasks, the Legal Affairs Committee was responsible for reviewing all draft
laws and improving their legal form. This paper aims to evaluate the activities of the Legal
Affairs Committee, paying particular attention to its structure, composition, functions, work
organization, and decision—making process. The chronological boundaries correspond to the
Constitutional Assembly's period of activity. The paper was written using traditional
methods of historical science research. The source base comprises materials from the
Constitutional Assembly collection of the Latvian State Historical Archive of the National
Archives of Latvia, including transcripts of the Constitutional Assembly, legislative acts,
memoirs, and press sources.

The research results show that the Legal Affairs Committee's work was characterized
by a high level of intensity, competence, and responsibility. Like previous studies on the
committees of the Constitutional Assembly, the study of the Legal Affairs Committee’s
activities confirms that even at that time, the consideration of draft laws within committees
and their preparation for the next reading constituted an equally important and responsible
stage of the legislative process as their discussion during plenary sessions.
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Latvijas Republikas “valsts ierédnu armija” (1918-1934)

Heléna Emerberga
Humanitaro zinatnu fakultate, Latvijas Universitate

20. gadsimta starpkaru perioda Latvija civildienesta ieskaitija personas, kuras bija
ieceltas valsts iestazu pastavigajos amatos neatkarigi no ta, vai attieciga iestade veica valsts
parvaldes funkcijas vai sniedza sabiedriskus pakalpojumus. Civildienesta likuma normas un
amatu kategoriju klasifikacija nenodroSindja skaidru noskirumu starp jédzieniem, ka
ierédnis, kalpotdjs un stradnieks. Tas radija neskaidribas gan tiesiskaja reguléjuma, gan
sabiedribas priek$stata par valsts parvaldé nodarbinatajiem. ST terminologiska neskaidriba
veicinaja vienkarSotu un kritisku sabiedribas attiecksmi pret valsts darbiniekiem, uztverot
vinus ka homogeénu grupu, neiedzilinoties amatu un funkciju specifika.

Statistikas dati liecina, ka 1921. gada valsts dienesta stradaja 36861 persona, un
turpmakajos gados valsts sektora stradajoSo skaits, parsniedzot vid€ji 40000 personu gada,
palielinajas. Nodarbinato apjoms biitiski nemainijas arT péc iestazu reorganizacijam, kuru
meérkis bija samazinat darbinieku skaitu. Rezultata kopgjais valsts iestades stradajoso skaits
sabiedribas acTs tika uztverts negativi un publiskaja vid€ definéts ka valsts ierédnu armija.

Referata mérkis ir izvertet jedziena valsts ierédnu armijas lietojumu, analizgjot valsts
parvaldes nodarbinatibas skaitliskos raditajus un socialas politikas prieksrocibas. Statistikas
datu analize norada uz $1 jédziena nepamatotu lietojumu. Lai gan valsts darbinieku skaits
ikgadgji palielinajas, procentuala zina no kopgja valsts iedzivotaju skaita tie bija apmeram
2,2 %. Aplikojot kop€jo valsts darbinieku skaitu un So personu socialas nodroSinatibas
priekSrocibas, jasecina, ka valsts ierédnu armijas j€dziena lietojums bija radits socialas
politikas del. Valsts darbinieki sanéma ne tikai stabilu méneSa algu, bet ar1 ikgad€jus
atvalinajumus, piemaksas, nepiecieSamibas gadijuma ari pabalstus, 13. méneSa algu,
arstniecibas izmaksu dal&ju segSanu, pensiju. Tas no valsts budzeta prasja lielas summas.
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The “Army of Civil Servants” of the Republic of Latvia (1918-1934)

Heléna Emerberga
Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia

During the interwar period in Latvia, civil servants were individuals who held
permanent roles in government institutions, regardless of whether those institutions
performed public administration functions or provided public services. The Civil Service
Law and the job classification system did not clearly differentiate between the concepts of
civil servant, servant, and worker. This led to confusion in both legal regulation and public
perception of those employed in civil administration. Terminological confusion fuelled
public criticism of civil servants, who were seen as a single group rather than recognized for
the specific nature of their roles and responsibilities.

Statistics show that in 1921, 36,861 people worked in the civil service, and in the
following years, the number of civil servants increased, surpassing an average of 40,000
annually. The number of employees remained almost the same even after the reorganization
of institutions, which aimed to decrease staff numbers. As a result, the public viewed the
total number of workers in civil institutions negatively and described them as an army of
civil servants.

This paper aims to evaluate the use of the term army of civil servants by analysing
numerical indicators of civil service employment and the advantages of social policy.
Analysis of statistical data reveals an unwarranted use of this concept. Although the number
of civil servants increased each year, they still made up only about 2.2 % of the total
population. When considering the total number of civil servants and their social security
benefits, it becomes clear that the term “army of civil servants” was used for social policy
reasons. State employees received not only a steady monthly salary but also vacations,
bonuses, a thirteenth—-month pay check, partial coverage of medical expenses, and pensions.
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Latvijas Aizsargu organizacijas (1919-1940) personalsastava sociala portreta izpetes
iespéjas

Ainis Lociks
Latvijas Kara muzejs

Starpkaru perioda Latvijas Aizsargu organizacija (LAO) bija lielaka paramilitara
organizacija Latvija, kas darbojas militaraja, kulttiras un ideologiskaja joma. Organizacijas
ieguldijums valsts aizsardziba un kultiras darbiba, ka ari lidzdaliba valsts apvérsuma
historiografija tiek vertéti pretrunigi. Joprojam triikkst p&tijumu par to, cik biezi un kados
apstaklos mainijas LAO personalsastavs, ka ari par aizsargu etnisko un konfesionalo
piederibu, izglitibu, militaro pieredzi, vecumu, gimenes un socialo stavokli.

Referata mérkis ir izvertet LAO dalibnieku sociala portreta izp&tes iesp&jas un
identificet galvenos p€tniecibas aspektus un pieejas, kas lauj analiz€t un rekonstruét aizsargu
socialo profilu Latvija starpkaru perioda.

Peétijumam pieejams daudzveidigs avotu klasts: Latvijas Nacionala arhiva Latvijas
Valsts véstures arhiva glabajas LAO S§taba un pulku fondi ar plasu informaciju par
organizacijas darbibu un personalsastavu; turpat atrodas arl “Aizsargu kartoteka”
(dalibnieku anketas). Lidziga kartotéka, veidota p&c zurnala “Aizsargs” datiem, pieejama
Latvijas Kara muzeja. Tomeér lidzSingjie petijumi galvenokart koncentrgjusies uz LAO
politisko un tiesisko statusu un kultiiras darbibu, mazak pieveérSot uzmanibu organizacijas
dalibnieku socialajam portretam. Arhiva dokumenti un periodika lauj apkopot datus par
LAO dalibniekiem péc dazadiem kriterijiem: dzimuma, vecuma, tautibas, dzivesvietas,
profesijas, ticibas, izglitibas, gimenes stavokla, militaras pieredzes un LAO vienibas. Sie
dati ir fragmenteti daudzos avotos, kas apgriitina to apkopoSanu un verifikaciju.

LAO personalsastava sociala portreta izp€te ir nepiecieSama, lai detalizétak
atspogulotu organizacijas attistibu un mérku mainu laika gaita. Sada pétfjuma rezultati lautu
padzilinat izpratni par LAO lomu Latvijas starpkaru sabiedriba, detalizeti raksturojot
aizsargu socialdemografisko portretu un ta parmainas.
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Research Opportunities for Examining the Socio-Demographic Profile of the
Personnel of the Latvian Aizsargi Organisation (1919-1940)

Ainis Lociks
Latvian War Museum

During the interwar period, the Latvian Aizsargi Organisation (Latvijas Aizsargu
organizacija; LAO) was the largest paramilitary organisation in Latvia, operating in military,
cultural, and ideological spheres. However, scholars have offered conflicting assessments of
its contributions to national defence and cultural activities, as well as its role in the coup
d’état. Research on how frequently and under what circumstances the LAO’s personnel
composition changed remains scarce, as do studies of its members’ ethnicity, religious
affiliation, education, military experience, age, family status, and social standing.

This paper aims to assess the research potential for examining the social profile of
LAO members and to identify key research aspects and approaches that enable the analysis
and reconstruction of this profile.

A wide range of sources is available for this research. The collections of the LAO
headquarters and regiments, stored at the Latvian State Historical Archive of the National
Archives of Latvia, contain detailed information about the organization’s activities and
personnel. The Aizsargi card index (member questionnaires) is also preserved there. A
similar card index, compiled from data in the journal Aizsargs, is accessible at the Latvian
War Museum. Existing studies mainly focus on the political and legal status of the LAO and
its cultural activities, with less emphasis on the social profile of its members. Archival
documents and periodicals enable the compilation of data on LAO members based on
various criteria, including gender, age, ethnicity, place of residence, occupation, religious
affiliation, education, marital status, military experience, and LAO unit. These data are
spread across numerous sources, making their aggregation and verification more
complicated.

Studying the social profile of LAO personnel is essential to better understand the
organization's development and changing objectives over time. Such research would offer a
more detailed view of the LAO’s role in Latvia’s interwar society by providing a thorough
characterization of the Aizsargi socio—demographic profile and how it has evolved.
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Valmieras pilsétas téls valsts tiarisma akcija “Apcelo dzimto zemi” (1936-1940)

Anna Norvele
Valmieras muzejs

Karla Ulmana (1877-1942) rosinata tiirisma akcija “Apcelo dzimto zemi!” mainija
Latvijas tlrisma nozari, parnemot to valsts kontrolé un ideologiski ietekmgjot turistiem
izdotos materialus. Akcijas ietekme uz iedzivotdju nacionalo identitati jau ir patita. Sis
referats pieverSas Saurakam aspektam — vienas pilsétas dalibai akcija un tas ietekmei uz
lokalo paSidentitati.

Valmiera ir interesants piemérs $adam pétijumam, jo tas dalibu akcija noteica vairaki
aspekti: geografiskais novietojums un popularaku taristu galamérku tuvums, unikala tlirisma
piedavajuma trukums un pils€tas orientacija uz riipniecibu ka galveno ekonomikas jomu.
Vienlaikus vélme sevi pozicionét ka “Ziemellatvijas galvaspilsétu” un regiona centru lika
Valmierai meklét veidus, ka pielagoties laika tendencém un valsts uzstadijumiem. Daliba
“Apcelo dzimto zemi!” akcija gan balstijas jau esosa pilsétas t€la un identitaté, gan to
veidoja. ST referata mérkis ir identificét pilsétas téla veidosanai izmantoto simbolu izcelsmi
un nozimi, analiz€jot Valmiera izdotos turisma reklamas materialus.

P&tfjuma avoti ir Valmieras pils€tas 20. gadsimta 30. gados izdotie celvezi un kartes,
apraksti par pilsétas un “Valmieras eksportkautuves” kopigo stendu otraja tirisma
propagandas izstade, publikacijas par Gaujas svetku tradicijas ievieSanu. Lai gan avotu baze
nav plasa, tas analize atklaj konsekventu, bet ieks€ji pretrunigu apgalvojumu un simbolu
lietojumu. Pieméram, Valmiera sevi centas pasniegt vienlaikus ka “Ziemellatvijas
galvaspilsétu” un “dzimtenes talako nostiiri”, ka riipniecibas centru un kiirortu, ka urbanizetu
pils€tu un vietu ar neskartiem dabas skatiem, ka vietu, kas “tikai nesen attistijusies” un vietu,
kam ir “diza senatne”. Pretrunas Sajos narativos parada konfliktus starp v€lamo un realo
situaciju. M&ginajumi to labot un iegit oficialu kiirorta statusu ietekmgja pilsétas attistibu
un valdes [émumus l1dz pat Otrajam pasaules karam.
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The Image of the City of Valmiera in the State Tourism Campaign “Apcelo dzimto
zemi” (“Explore Your Homeland”) (1936-1940)

Anna Norvele
Valmiera Museum

The tourism campaign “Apcelo dzimto zemi” (“Explore Your Homeland”) initiated
by Karlis Ulmanis (1877-1942) transformed the Latvian tourism industry by bringing it
under state control and ideologically shaping the materials given to tourists. The campaign’s
influence on the national identity of the population has already been examined. This paper
concentrates on a particular aspect — the participation of one city in the campaign and how
it affected local self—identity.

Valmiera is a notable example for such a study, as its participation in the campaign
was shaped by several factors: its geographical location and proximity to more popular
tourist destinations, a lack of uniqueness, and the city’s focus on manufacturing as its
primary economic base.

At the same time, the desire to position itself as the centre of the surrounding area
and the capital of Northern Latvia compelled Valmiera to align with prevailing trends and
the national ideology. Participation in the “Explore Your Homeland” campaign, on one hand,
built upon the city’s existing image and identity, and on the other hand, shaped it. The
purpose of this paper is to identify the origin and significance of the symbols used to create
the city’s image by analysing tourism advertising materials published in Valmiera.

The sources of the research include guidebooks and maps published by the city of
Valmiera in the 1930s, descriptions of the city and “Valmieras eksportkautuve” (Valmiera
Export Slaughterhouse) joint booth at the second tourism propaganda exhibition, and
publications about the introduction of the Gauja Festival tradition. Although the source base
is not extensive, its analysis reveals a consistent yet internally contradictory use of
statements and symbols. For example, Valmiera tried to present itself simultaneously as the
“capital of Northern Latvia” and the “farthest corner of the homeland,” as an industrial centre
and a resort, as an urbanized city and a place with untouched natural views, as a place that
has “only recently developed” and a place with “great history.” The contradictions in these
narratives highlight conflicts between the desired image and the actual situation. Efforts to
correct these and to obtain official resort status influenced the city’s development and the
decisions of the municipality up until World War II.
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Céesu darznieka Laimona Krika pienesums Latgales (1929-1943) un Vidzemes
(1956-1981) kultiirainavas veidosana

Marika Kucina
Daugavpils Universitate

Laimonis Krikis (1906—-1983) ir Bulduru darzkopibas skolas absolvents, kurs 20. gs.
30. gados stradaja Latgal€, turpinot Vidzemes darzkopibas tradicijas. Petjjuma meérkis ir
izpétit darznieka L. Krika ieguldijumu Latvijas novadu kultiirainava, darbojoties Visku
darzkopibas skola un C@su zalumsaimnieciba. Referata izmantota aprakstosa metode,
analizgjot darznieka pieeju lauku un pilsétvides apzalumoSana un veidojot VisSku vésturiska
centra un Cesu pilsétas parka apstadijumus. Salidzinosa metode izmantota, atklajot L. Krika
stadijumu projektesanas pieejas dazados laika posmos.

Visku darzkopibas skola L. Krikis izstradaja lauku darzu veidoSanas metodiskos
ieteikumus. Saja laika vin izdeva gramatu “Daila séta”, “Darzkopibas un biskopibas
zurnala” public€ja metodiskus noradijumus lauku skolam. L. Krika darbibas laika VisSku
darzkopibas skolas apkartné ierikotas puku dobes, koku un kriimu stadijumi, izveidota
kokaudzetava un papildinati auglu koku stadijumi. L. Krikis stradaja par daildarzniecibas
skolotaju lidz 1943. gadam. Neilgu laiku p&c tam vins$ pildija Nacionala Botaniska darza
direktora amatu. No piecdesmito gadu otras puses L. Krikis stradaja darznieka amata Ceésu
pilséta. Vina profesionalais devums bija Césu parku — pils€tas atpazistamibas bitiskas
sastavdalas, kultirveésturiskd mantojuma — stadijumi. Piecdesmito gadu beigas vinu iecéla
pilsétas galvena darznieka amata, bet no 60. gadu beigam vins vadija apzalumosanas nodalu.
L. Krika dobju skices izmantotas daudzu apstadijumu veidoSana lidz pat 80. gadu beigam.
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The Role of Césis Gardener Laimonis Krikis in Developing the Cultural Landscape of
Latgale (1929-1943) and Vidzeme (1956-1981)

Marika Kucina
Daugavpils University

In the 1930s, Laimonis Krikis (1906—-1983), a graduate of the Bulduri Horticultural
School, worked in Latgale, continuing the gardening traditions of Vidzeme and developing
guidelines for rural garden design. The aim of the paper is to examine the contribution of the
gardener L. Krikis to the cultural landscape of the Latvian regions, working at the Viski
Horticultural School and the Ce&sis Greenery. The paper employs the descriptive method,
analysing the gardener’s approach to greening rural and urban environments and creating
the greenery of the Viski historical centre and Césis City Park. The comparative method is
also used, highlighting L. Krikis’s planting design approaches at different times.

At the Viski Horticultural School, L. Krikis developed methodological
recommendations for the development of rural gardens. During this period, he published the
book “Daila séta” (Beautiful Garden) and provided methodological instructions for rural
schools in the “Darzkopibas un biskopibas zurnals” (Horticulture and Beekeeping Journal).
While at the school, flower beds, trees, and shrubs were planted throughout the grounds; a
tree nursery was established; and fruit trees were planted. L. Krikis taught horticulture until
1943 and briefly directed the National Botanical Garden afterward. From the late 1950s, he
worked as a gardener in C&sis, playing a key role in developing the city's parks — an important
part of the city's cultural and historical heritage. In the late 1950s, he was named the city’s
chief gardener, and from the late 1960s, he led the greening department. L. Krikis’s sketches
helped guide many city plantings through the 1980s.
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Pretrunigais lauku arhitektiiras mantojums: 20. gs. 80. gadu kolhozu kultiiras nami

Andris Uskans
Daugavpils Universitate

Pedeja desmitgadeé Latvija padzilinata uzmaniba pieveérsta padomju laika
mantojumam, tai skaita ari 20. gadsimta 80. gados celtajiem lauku klubu—kantoru
kompleksiem. Sabiedriskaja diskursa $Ts celtnes tiek uztvertas ka padomju varas ideologijas
izplatiSanas instruments un atgadinajums par smagajiem okupacijas gadiem. Profesionali
tajas saskata postmodernisma ideju realizaciju, nacionalo pretestibu padomju arhitekttras
vienveidibai un runa par $o €ku lomu nacionalas atmodas procesos. Vietgjie iedzivotaji,
savukart, runa par griitibam ar lielo kompleksu uzturésanu, kavéjas nostalgiskas atminas un
stasta par sarezgljumiem biuivniecibas laika un kolhoza prieksseédétaju milzigo lomu So ku
tapSana. ST pretruna starp atikirigajiem narativiem sasaucas ar Anri Lefevra (Henri Lefebvre,
1901-1991) konceptu par ieceréto jeb konceptualizéto un izdzivoto telpu.

Pétijuma, izmantojot zinatnisko literatiiru, arhivu materialus, periodiku, ka ari
vairakas kopienas ievaktas mutvardu liecibas, tiek analiz€tas atSkiribas starp kulttiras
namiem ka konceptualiz&to un izdzivoto telpu. Petijuma analizgti tris aspekti: 1) simbolisms
pret funkcionalitati; 2) ambicijas pret ierobezojumiem; 3) stridigais mantojums pret
praktisko kontinuitati.

Petijuma konstatéts, ka 20. gs. 80. gados arhitekti, izmantojot postmodernisma
elementus arhitekttira, demonstréja pretoSanos sist€mai, kameér vietgjie iedzivotaji domaja
par funkcionalitati un €ku utilitaru izmantojumu. Ambiciozo projektu realizéSanu traucgja
materialu trukums un aizvietoSana, bet viet€jo iedzivotaju atjautiba un neformalo sakaru
iesaistiSana (“blats’) demonstr&ja ricibsp&ju, kuru iedzivotaji ar lepnumu atceras ari péc 40
gadiem. Eku ideologiskais piesatinajums traucé nodrofinat to aizsardzibu, tadu vietgjie
iedzivotaji vairak doma par praktiskiem jautajumiem, piem&ram, remontu, apkuri un
pasakumu organizéSanu.
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The Controversial Legacy of Rural Architecture: Kolkhoz Cultural Houses of the
1980s

Andris Uskans
Daugavpils University

Over the past decade, discussions about the Soviet—era legacy in Latvia have become
more intense, especially regarding the rural administrative—cultural complexes. In public
discourse, these buildings are seen as tools for spreading Soviet ideology and as symbols of
occupation. However, professionals view them as exemplifying postmodernist ideas and
subtle forms of resistance to Soviet influence. Meanwhile, residents talk about the challenges
of maintaining these complexes, share nostalgic memories, and recount stories of
construction problems and the significant impact of kolkhoz chairmen in their development.
This clash of narratives reflects Henri Lefebvre’s (1901-1991) concept of conceived and
lived space.

Drawing on scholarly literature, archival materials, periodicals, and oral testimonies
collected from multiple communities, the study examines the differences between cultural
houses as both conceived and lived spaces. The analysis centres on three aspects: 1)
symbolism versus functionality; 2) ambition versus limitation; 3) contested heritage versus
practical continuity.

The study finds that in the 1980s, architects incorporated elements of postmodernism
into architecture as a form of resistance to the uniformity of Soviet design, while residents
mainly focused on functionality and the practical use of the buildings. The completion of
ambitious projects was hindered by shortages and substitutions of materials, but residents'
resourcefulness and the use of informal networks (blat) demonstrated agency that people still
remember with pride forty years later. For experts, the political significance of these
buildings complicates efforts to protect them, while residents are more concerned with
practical issues such as repairs, heating, and organizing events.
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Zurnals “Revue Baltique”: Baltijas valstu sadarbibas piemérs Parizes Miera
konference

Andris Gailis
Latvijas Republikas Arlietu ministrija

Baltijas valstu sadarbibas t€émai dazadas 20. gadsimta noris€s veltiti daudzi darbi,
tomér jaatceras, ka kooperacijas pamati likti laikposma pirms Latvijas Republikas
neatkaribas proklaméSanas. Par spilgtu, tacu nepelniti piemirstu sadarbibas pieméru
uzskatama zurnala “Revue Baltique” (“Baltijas Apskats”) izdoSana Parizé 1918.—
1920. gada.

Referata mérkis ir analizeét Baltijas valstu sadarbibas centienus un attieksmi pret
problémam to neatkaribas izciniSanas perioda 1918.-1920. gada, izmantojot Latvijas,
Lietuvas un Igaunijas kopigi finanséta zurnala “Revue Baltique” publikacijas. Svarigi
konstatet, cik patiesi tika atspogulotas norises Baltija, izprotot, ko baltiesi Parizeé velgjas
izcelt un darit plasak zinamu, ka ar1 definét katras valsts atseviSsko intereSu loku Zurnala
ietvaros. Daudz informacijas iesp&jams iegiit ar1 no ta, kas zurnala slejas ticis nokluséts un
neizpausts Parizes Miera konferences dalibniekiem un Francijas publikai, paturot prata
mérki noskanot ietekmigo Antantes valsti un pasaules diplomatiskos parstavjus Parizé sev
par labu.

Referata veidoSana izmantota vesturiski apraksto$a un salidzino$a metode, petot
Zurnala publikaciju attistibu sarezgita laikposma, ka arT meklgjot vienojosos un atskirigos
aspektus Baltijas valstu pirmajos sadarbibas méginajumos, kas ir aktuali arT musdienas.
Secinats, ka Baltijas valstu parstavji Parize izprata kopigos apdraudéjumus no Krievijas un
Vacijas puses, cenSoties pamatot savas pastavéSanas jégu. Par vienu no spilgtakajiem
argumentiem tai par labu Baltijas valstu parstavji uzsvéra savu tautu augsto kultiiras [imeni,
censoties to salidzinat ar Francijas kultiiru, ko uzskatija par savu iedvesmas avotu. Zurnala
izdoSanu apturgja finansialas griitibas, vienlaikus pastavot arl nesaskanam par nakotnes
attistibas redz&umu Baltijas valstu starpa, tomer Zurnals uzskatams par sekmigu valstu
savstarpgjas sadarbibas iesakumu.

48



The Journal “Revue Baltique’’: Case Study of Baltic Cooperation at the Paris Peace
Conference

Andris Gailis
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia

The cooperation among the Baltic States in the 20" century has been extensively
studied, but it's important to recognize that its foundations were established even before
Latvia declared independence. An often overlooked but significant example is the
publication of the journal “Revue Baltique” (Baltic Review) in Paris from 1918 to 1920.

This paper explores the Baltic States’ collaborative efforts and strategies in facing
challenges during the Baltic Independence Wars from 1918 to 1920, as reflected in “Revue
Baltique,” a journal jointly funded by Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia. It is crucial to analyze
how events in the Baltic region were depicted, what aspects Baltic representatives in Paris
aimed to highlight, and how national interests were articulated. Equally important is
understanding what was left unsaid to the members of the Paris Peace Conference and the
French public, considering the goal of swaying the Entente powers and international opinion
in favor of the Baltic cause.

Using historical-descriptive and comparative methods, the study traces the journal’s
development during a complex period, highlighting common and divergent elements of early
Baltic cooperation issues still relevant today. The findings indicate that Baltic
representatives recognized shared threats from Russia and Germany and aimed to justify
their nations’ right to exist. One of their main arguments was the high cultural level of their
peoples, often compared to that of France, which they saw as a source of inspiration.
Although “Revue Baltique” stopped publication due to financial difficulties and
disagreements over the region’s future, it remains a significant early example of successful
interstate cooperation among the Baltic nations.
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Latvijas un Zviedrijas politiskas attiecibas 20. gs. 20. gadu otraja pusé

Trine Zagare
Latvijas Republikas Arlietu ministrija

Latvijas un Zviedrijas politisko attiecibu veidoSanas sakas lidz ar Latvijas atziSanu
de iure 1921. gada un diplomatisko parstavniecibu izveidi. 20. gs. 20. gadu otraja pusé
politiskajas attiecibas vérojamas tuvinasanas iezimes, 1pasi Gustava Zemgala (1871-1939)
prezidentiiras (1927-1930) laika, kad notika viziSu apmaina ar karali Gustavu V (1858—
1950). Starpvalstu politisko attiecibu padzilinata izpéte ir butiska, lai izprastu sadarbibas
iezimes un to kavgjosos iemeslus.

P&tijuma merkis ir analizét Latvijas un Zviedrijas politisko attiecibu iezimes 20. gs.
20. gadu otraja pus€ konteksta ar situaciju Baltijas jlras regiona un valstu iekspolitiku. Ta
pamata ir vésturiski genétiska metode un izmantoti avoti no Latvijas un Zviedrijas
nacionalajiem arhiviem, prese un veéstures literatiira.

20. gs. 20. gadu otraja pusé Latvija un Zviedrija tiecas uz droSibas un miera
nostiprina$anu regiona, tau redz&jums par savstarp&jo attiecibu lomu taja atSkiras. Latvija
atbalstfja ciesaku sadarbibu, bet Zviedrijas neitralitate atturgja no iesaistes politiskas
savienibas. Pauzot atbalstu Baltijas valstim Zviedrija v€lgjas stiprinat regionalo stabilitati un
ierobezot Padomju Savienibas ietekmi.

Latvijas iekSpolitiska nestabilitate veicinaja Zviedrijas atturibu, vertjot Latvijas
politiskas pieredzes triikumu un Sauboties par tas sp€ju saglabat neatkaribu. 20. gs. 20. gadu
otraja pus€ starpvalstu amatpersonu vizites notika regulari, tacu saglabaja simbolisku
nozimi. Tas turpin3ja Latvijas politiku vidii uzturét ceribas par attiecibu paplasinasanos.
Jaizcel personibu, piem&ram Karlis Zarin$ (1879-1963), G. Zemgals, pienesums attiecibam.
Kopuma 20. gs. 20. gadu otras puses méginajumi paplasinat politiskos sakarus nenoveda pie
cieSakas sadarbibas Zviedrijas arpolitisko apsveérumu dgl, bet tie palielinaja abu valstu
attiecibu redzamibu sabiedriba un interesi par sakariem jomas, kas nesaistijas ar droSibu.
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Political Relations between Latvia and Sweden during the Second Half of the 1920s

Trine Zagare
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia

The formation of political relations between Latvia and Sweden began with Latvia's
de jure recognition in 1921 and the establishment of diplomatic missions. In the late 1920s,
political relations showed signs of warming, especially during Gustavs Zemgals's (1871—
1939) presidency (1927-1930), which was marked by visits with King Gustav V (1858—
1950). A deeper study is important to understand the factors that shaped cooperation and its
limits.

The research aims to analyse the features of political relations between Latvia and
Sweden in the second half of the 1920s within the context of their domestic politics and the
situation in the Baltic Sea region. It is based on the historical genetic method and draws on
sources from the national archives of Latvia and Sweden, press, and historical literature.

In the late 1920s, Latvia and Sweden aimed to enhance security and peace in the
region, but their views on mutual relations differed. Latvia supported closer cooperation,
while Sweden’s neutrality kept it from joining political alliances. Sweden’s official support
for the Baltic States was meant to strengthen regional stability and reduce Soviet influence.

Latvia’s internal political instability contributed to Sweden’s hesitance, given
Latvia’s limited political experience and scepticism about its ability to stay independent.
Official visits happened regularly but remained symbolic, continuing to foster hopes among
Latvian leaders for broader cooperation. The roles of individuals like Karlis Zarins (1879—
1963) and G. Zemgals should be highlighted. Overall, efforts to expand political ties did not
result in closer cooperation because of Sweden’s foreign policy, but they increased the
visibility of relations between both countries to their societies and sparked interest in
cooperation beyond security issues.
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Skandinavu ietekme vikingu laikmeta kursSu sabiedriba

Inga Donina—Kalnina
Humanitaro zinatnu fakultate, Latvijas Universitate

PE&tijuma, balstoties uz arheologisko materialu un rakstitajiem avotiem, analiz&ta 9.—
12. gs. kurSu sabiedriba, kas Iidz 10. gs. apdzivoja Lietuvas piejiiras dalu un Latvijas DR,
bet sakot ar 11. gs. pamazam sasniedza Latvijas ZR, bet A virziena apmetas zemgalu
teritorijas R periférija. Par skandinavu klatbitni liecina gan rakstitie avoti, gan arheologiskas
liecibas. Ipasi izcelami skandinavu apbedijumi un savrupatradumi Grobinas apkartng (7.—
9. gs.), tapat atklatie 9.—11. gs. apbedijumi Kuldigas apkartné un savrupatradumi no
dazadiem Kurzemes regioniem (Zlekas) un Lietuvas (Palanga).

Jaunakie petijumi Grobina, un Kuldigas apkartn€ ir aktualiz&jusi skandinavu nozimi
Baltijas regiona, kas paver jaunas iesp&jas skandinavu un kurSu pétnieciba. P&tijjuma mérkis
ir analiz€t skandinavu ietekmi vikingu laikmeta kurSu sabiedriba.

Atseviski pétnieki ir izc€lusi skandinavu ietekmi kur$u ideologiskajos un religiskajos
priekSstatos, kas atspogulojas pareja no apbediSanas skeletkapos uz miruSo kremaciju,
apbedijumos lidzi doto priekSmetu apzinata bojasana, un kremé&to pislu izkaisiSanu tideni.

Par §1 perioda skandinavu aktivitatém un kontaktiem zinas sniedz hronikas, depoziti
un kurSu apbedijumos atrastie importa priekSmeti. Skandinavu un kurSu kulttiras tradiciju
mijiedarbiba saskatama rotu un ierofu izgatavoSanas tehnika un ornamenta, kurSu
apbedijumos atrodamie artefakti kop€ skandinavu importu, bet domajams darinati uz vietas.
Lai arT kursi, spécigi ietekméjusies no norisém Skandinavu zemés, to aktivitatém un kulttiras
procesiem, tomér ka rada arheologiskais materials, skandinavu imports veido nelielu dalu
no kopgja atradumu klasta, bet ornamentu un stilistiku pielagoja savai pasaules uztverei.

Petijums veikts Latvijas Zinatnes padomes finansé€ta projekta “Vikingu laikmets
Latvija: starpdisciplinara izpéte” (1zp—2022/1-0059) ietvaros.
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Scandinavian Influence in the Viking Age Couronian Society

Inga Donina—Kalnina
Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia

The study, based on archaeological material and written sources, analyses the 9™—
12" AD Couronian society, which until the 10" AD inhabited western Lithuania and south—
western Latvia, but from the 11" AD gradually reached north—-western Latvia. The presence
of the Scandinavians is evidenced by both written sources and archaeological finds, such as
Scandinavian burials in the Grobina area (779" AD), and Kuldiga area (9"~11" AD), and
finds from various regions of Kurzeme and Lithuania.

Recent studies in the Grobina and Kuldiga areas have highlighted the significance of
Scandinavians in the Baltic region, opening new opportunities for research. The study aims
to analyse the Scandinavian influence on the Couronian society during the Viking Age.

Some researchers have highlighted the Scandinavian influence on the ideological and
religious concepts of the Couronians, reflected in the transition from burial in skeletal graves
to cremation, the deliberate destruction of objects placed in burials, and the scattering of
cremated remains in water.

The interaction between Scandinavian and Couronian cultures is evident in the
techniques and ornamentation used in the manufacture of jewellery and weapons. Couronian
artifacts copy Scandinavian imports but are thought to have been locally made.

Scandinavian cultural processes and regional activities strongly influenced
Couronians. However, as archaeological material shows, Scandinavian imports make up
only a small part of the total range of finds. Couronians instead adapted the ornamentation
and stylistics, expressing them through their own perception of the world.

This research was funded by the Latvian Council of Science, project “Viking Age in
Latvia: an Interdisciplinary Study” (1zp—2022/1-0059).
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Quantitative Analysis and Predictive Modelling of 10-13*" Century CE Hillforts in
Eastern Latvia

Marcis Klavins
Turaida Museum Reserve

Since the establishment of the modern Latvian state, hillfort research has been a
crucial aspect of archaeological, cultural, and historical studies. Hillforts stand as markers
of the history of Latvia’s inhabitants before the Northern Crusades and the subsequent
centuries of foreign rule. They are deeply intertwined with all dimensions of Latvian culture.

In recent years, the discovery and study of hillforts have expanded significantly with
the use of LIDAR—derived digital elevation models (DEM). However, current developments
remain limited to individual researchers manually inspecting DEM data, without fully
exploiting the potential of predictive modelling.

This research examines the natural and cultural factors that influenced hillfort
placement, drawing on free—to—use software and openly accessible or easily obtainable
datasets. The focus is on Late Iron Age hillforts in eastern Latvia. The main objective was
to establish a statistical foundation for identifying the key factors influencing hillfort
placement, with the aim of developing a predictive logistic regression model.

Quantitative analyses were conducted separately for three historical regions,
employing two chronological interpretations of site data based on NKMP (National Cultural
Heritage Board) dating. The two strongest datasets were then used to construct logistic
regression models.

The resulting predictive models were applied to areas with the highest hillfort density
in each region (Vidzeme, Latgale, S€lija) and to the north—eastern region of Latvia, which
has one of the lowest known hillfort densities. The generated heatmaps demonstrate
significant potential for future application in cultural heritage management and in guiding
the discovery and protection of yet undocumented sites.
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Kvantitativas analizes un paredzoSa modela izveide 10.—13. gadsimta pilskalniem
Ziemelaustrumu Latvija

Marcis Klavins
Turaidas muzejrezervats

Kops Latvijas valsts izveidoSanas pilskalnu izpéte ir bijusi nozimiga arheologisko,
kultiiras un vestures petijumu sastavdala. Pilskalni kalpo ka lieciba par Latvijas iedzivotaju
vesturi pirms Ziemelu krusta kariem un tam sekojoSajiem sveSo varu parvaldibas
gadsimtiem. Tie ir ciesi saistiti ar visiem Latvijas kultiiras aspektiem.

Pedgjos gados pilskalnu atklasana un izp&te ir butiski paplasinajusies, izmantojot
LiDAR tehnologija iegiitus digitalos reljefa modelus (DEM). Tomér pasreizgja attistiba
lielakoties aprobezojas ar atsevisku pétnieku manualu DEM datu parskatiSanu, pilniba
neizmantojot prognozejosas modeléSanas potencialu.

Saja pétijuma tiek analizéti dabiski un kultdras faktori, kas ietekm&jusi pilskalnu
izvietojumu, izmantojot brivi pieejamu programmatiiru un atklatus vai viegli iegtistamus
datu kopumus. Pétijuma uzmanibas centra ir véla dzelzs laikmeta pilskalni Austrumlatvija.
Galvenais mérkis bija izveidot statistisku pamatu, lai noteiktu galvenos faktorus, kas
ietekm&jusi pilskalnu izvietojumu, un izstradat prognozgjosu modeli, izmantojot logistiskas
regresijas analizi.

Kvantitativa analize tika veikta atseviski trijos v€sturiskajos regionos, izmantojot
divas vietu datu hronologiskas interpretacijas, kas balstitas uz Nacionala kultiiras mantojuma
parvaldes dat&jumiem. Divi spécigakie datu kopumi tika izmantoti logistiskas regresijas
modelu izveidei.

Iegiitie prognozgjosie modeli tika pielietoti teritorijas ar vislielako pilskalnu blivumu
katra no regioniem (Vidzeme, Latgale, S€lija), ka arT Ziemelaustrumu Latvija, kur zinamais
pilskalnu blivums ir viens no zemakajiem. Izveidotas siltumkartes (heatmaps) parada
ievérojamu potencialu turpmakai izmantoSanai kultiiras mantojuma parvaldiba, ka arT jaunu,
vel neapzinatu vietu atklasana un aizsardziba.
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Svesa tela salidzinajums Livonijas Indrika hronika un Tiras Gijoma hronika
Arturs Veismanis

Viduslaiku kristieSu hronistu narativs saknojas kristiga un nekristiga pretnostatijuma,
kas bija pamats kristigajam skatijumam uz pasauli un viens no iemesliem starpreligiju
konfliktiem, kas ir vérojami arT Sodien. P&tfjuma merkis ir noskaidrot kopigos elementus
kristigaja skatfjumapar sveso

Ta ka Indrika hronika apraksta Austrumbaltijas kristianizacijas sakumposmu, tad
adekvatam svesa tela salidzinajumam pétijuma tiek izmantota Tiras Gijoma Pirma krusta
kara hronika.

Petijuma aktualitati nosaka miisdienu migracijas un citos pasaules dinamiskajos
procesos vérojama arvien lielaka nepiecieSamiba izprast saknes kristigaja kultirtelpa, pie
kuras pieder ar1 Latvija, narativam par sveSo, rast §1s problémas miermiligu risinajumu. Ja
lidz Sim tas parsvara bija aktuali Eiropas Savienibas rietumu dalai, tad pedg€jos gados, lidz
ar arzemju studentu un viesstradnieku masveida pieplidumu no valstim ar radikali atSkirigu
kulttiras un religisko identitati, tas ir kluvis aktuals arT Latvijas Republika.

Lai izprastu musdienu starpreligiju un diametrali atskirigu pasaules redz&umu
dialoga elementus, ir nepiecieSams apzinat svesa t€la un ta atsevisku elementu genézi un
attistibu. Livonija ka Vacu Nacijas Svetas Romas Impérijas sastavdala piedergja pie latinu
kristigas pasaules ar tas pasaules redz&jumu un narativu konstruktiem. Izmantojot avotu
tekstu salidzinosas analizes metodiku, ir konstatéts gan kopigais narativu konstruktos, gan
regionali atSkirigais. P&tljuma ipasa uzmaniba tiek pievérsta svesa téla vizualizacijai
Austrumbaltijas un Tuvo Austrumu regionos, nemot véra atSkiribas raksturojumiem,
kopigajam un atsSkirigajam niansém, kur Tuvajos Austrumos sveSais ir islamticigais, bet
Austrumbaltija — pagans.
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Comparison of the Image of the “Other” in the Chronicle of Henry of Livonia and the
Chronicle of William of Tyre

Arturs Veismanis

The narrative of medieval Christian chroniclers was grounded in the opposition
between the Christian and non—Christian worlds, which underpinned the Christian
worldview and contributed to interreligious conflicts still observable today. This study aims
to identify common elements in the Christian perception of the “Other”.

Since The Chronicle of Henry of Livonia describes the early stages of
Christianization in the Eastern Baltic region, it is compared with The Chronicle of William
of Tyre, which recounts the First Crusade. This parallel enables a more detailed examination
of how medieval chroniclers shaped and depicted the image of those outside the Christian
faith.

The topicality of the research lies in the growing need — highlighted by modern
migration and global mobility — to understand the roots of the Christian narrative about the
“Other” within the broader cultural space to which Latvia also belongs. What was once
primarily a concern of Western Europe has become increasingly relevant to Latvia, where
the arrival of foreign students and migrant workers from culturally and religiously distinct
backgrounds has intensified the need for intercultural and interfaith understanding.

To grasp the dynamics of dialogue between contrasting worldviews today, it is
essential to trace the genesis and evolution of the image of the “Other”. As a part of the Holy
Roman Empire of the German Nation, Livonia belonged to the Latin Christian world and
shared its ideological constructs. Through comparative textual analysis, the study identifies
both universal and regionally specific features of these narratives. Special attention is given
to the visualization of the “Other” in the Eastern Baltic and the Near East, where in the
former, the “Other” is the pagan, and in the latter, the Muslim.

57



Vestures narativa atainojums padomju latvieSu Kkino: filmas “Ilgais cel§ kapas” (1981)
piemers

Santa Zubricka
Daugavpils Universitate

Pedejos gados vestures zinatnes uzmanibas centra nereti nonak jautajumi par kino
filmam ka vestures avotu. Péc vesturnieku domam, kino filmas ir ne tikai spécigs vizuals
lidzeklis ka atainot pasauli, bet arT tam var pieskirt socialu un kultiirvésturisku dimensiju.
Tas nozimé, ka kino filmu saturs tiek veidots, lai konstruétu noteiktus prieksstatus par
apkart&jo vidi. Ipasi aktuali tas kltst, kad kino filmas paradas véstures notikumi. Ka uzsvéra
vesturnieks un kino profesionalis Davis Stmanis (dz. 1980): “Kino filmas tiecas reprezentet
vesturi ka objektivu realitati, kas tapusi noteikta laika un telpa.”

Tacu ne vienmer kino filmas notiek objektiva skatijuma atainoSana. Tam ir vairaki
iemesli. Pirmkart, jaatceras, ka kino filmas par vesturi var paradities rezisora izpratne un
atticksme par notikumiem. Otrkart, kino filmas nereti tiek veidotas p&c politiska pasiitijuma,
1pasi padomju okupacijas laika. Kino filmu problematika jaskata konteksta ar laika posmu,
kura tapis darbs. Témas aktualitati nosaka ieprieks minétie faktori, jo kino filmas ir nozimigs
sabiedribas prieksstatu veidotajs gan 20. gs., gan 21. gs. Japiezimé, ka §ada pieeja vestures
izpete lauj izprast socialpolitisko kontekstu 20. gs. 80. gados un ar1 izzinat attieciga posma
vestures narativus.

Izveleta kino filma lauj noteikt, ka par veéstures notikumiem reflektgja kino,
izmantojot padomju ideologisko mehanismu. Pétfjuma veikSanai izmantota semiotika un
kontentanalizes metode. Peétijuma secinats, ka filma ietver padomju propagandu. Filma
“apgaja” cenziiru, izmantojot piesardzigu notikumu interpretaciju, ka ar1 klasisku padomju
propagandas valodu. Taja vérojams politiski neitrals tonis, izvairoties no atklatas pretrunigu
vesturisku notikumu nosodisanas. Tas atklaj filmu veidotaju méginajumus lidzsvarot valsts
prasibas ar nacionalo noskanojumu. P&tljuma secinats, ka “Ilgais cel$ kapas” ir sarezgits
kulturas objekts, kas atspogulo gan padomju propagandu, gan niansétu Latvijas identitates
un vesturiskas atminas saglabasanu.
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Representation of Historical Narrative in Soviet Latvian Cinema: The Example of the
Film “The Long Road in the Dunes” (1981)

Santa Zubricka
Daugavpils University

Films are increasingly recognized as historical sources that shape public
understanding of the past. Cinema creates visual, social, and cultural meanings, reflecting
how history is interpreted within a political context. Film director Davis Stmanis (b. 1980)
notes, “Films strive to represent history as an objective reality formed in a specific time and
space.” However, cinematic history is rarely objective. Directors’ interpretations and the
political environment, especially under Soviet occupation, shaped film narratives. Studying
such films requires considering censorship and ideological control.

“The Long Road in the Dunes” (1981) is an example of how Soviet Latvian cinema
constructed historical narratives. Using semiotic and content analysis, this study examines
how the film depicted 20" —century Latvian history through personal stories within Soviet
ideological frameworks. Findings show it functioned as Soviet propaganda, subtly
circumventing censorship through cautious event interpretation and classic ideological
language.

Despite this, the film maintains a politically neutral tone, avoiding explicit
condemnation of controversial historical events. This shows filmmakers’ efforts to balance
government demands with national sentiment. The study concludes that “The Long Road in
the Dunes” is a complex cultural artifact, reflecting both Soviet propaganda and a nuanced
preservation of Latvian identity and historical memory.

59



Kosmonautu roks: grupa “Zodiaks” un kultiras razoSana LPSR

KriSs Dzenitis
Literatiiras, folkloras un makslas institiits, Latvijas Universitate

Kultiiras raZzoSanas teorétiska pieeja ir izplatita misdienu kulttiras sociologijas loma
un plasi pielietota dazados starpdisciplinaros pétijumos, taja skaita PSRS un socialistisko
valstu bloka kultiiras aspektu analiz€. Kultiiras razoSanas pieeja ir pielietota ari Latvijas
petnieciba, balstoties taja nesen izstradati zinatniski darbi par popularo miiziku padomju
Latvija, Uga Praulina un grupas “Vecas majas” darbibu, un grupu “Zodiaks”.

Attistot zinatniskaja darba veikto, referata mérkis ir izvertét kultliras razoSanas
pieejas piemérotibu padomju laika kultiras procesu analizei, ilustr&jot to ar grupas
“Zodiaks” darbibas gadijuma analizi. “Zodiaka” sakotn&jas darbibas periods tiek analiz&ts
kultiiras razosanas seSu aspektu modeli, veicot salidzinoSo analizi ar citiem p&tijjumiem par
mizikas nozari un tas razoSanu pasaulé.

Padomju Latvijas konteksta kultiiras razoSanas procesi ir cieSi saistiti ar reZima
politiku, centralizaciju un cenziiru. Neskatoties uz to, ir saskatamas iezimes, kas raksturigas
kultiiras raZzoSanai ne tikai Rietumu sabiedriba — patérétaju gaumes un tirgus apsveérumi,
producésana un reproduc€sana, jaunu tehnologiju ievieSana razoSanas un izplatiSanas
procesos. Padomju rezima ideologijas un kulttirpolitikas konteksta atSkiras konkrétu kultiiras
razoSanas aspektu loma un nozime raZzoSanas procesa.

Referata secinats, ka kultiiras razoSanas pieeja ir piemérota gadijuma pétijjumu un
radoSo nozaru analizei padomju Latvija, Pieeja paver iespgjas kultiiras procesu analizei
padomju Latvija un citas padomju republikas dazadas radosas nozar€s, pieméram muzika,
literatiira un prese.

Petijums veikts Latvijas Zinatnes padomes finanséta projekta ‘“’Primitiva un
trokSnaind miizika’ Padomju Latvija (1956-1986): kontroles mehanismi un izvairiSanas
prakses autoritaras varas apstaklos” ( 1zp—2024/1-0059) ietvaros.
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Cosmonaut Rock: “Zodiac” and the Production of Culture in Soviet Latvia

KriSs Dzenitis
Institute of Literature, Folklore and Art, University of Latvia

The creation of a cultural perspective is common in modern cultural sociology and
widely used in interdisciplinary research, including studies of cultural aspects in the USSR
and the broader socialist bloc. This perspective has also been utilized in research in Latvia;
recent academic papers explore case studies of Ugis Praulins, the group “Vecas majas,” and
the group “Zodiac.”

Expanding on previous work, the paper aims to evaluate the applicability of the
production—of—culture perspective to the analysis of cultural processes in the USSR by
examining the case of “Zodiac”. The initial active years of the group are analysed using a
six—facet model and placed in a global historical context of the music industry and
production through comparative analysis.

In the context of Soviet Latvia, production processes are tied to regime policy,
centralization, and censorship. Regardless of that, there are certain features characteristic to
the production of culture in those conditions, that also appear here — consumer taste and
market considerations, producing and reproducing, technological advancements in
production and distribution processes. In the ideological and cultural policy context different
facets of production take on different roles and meanings.

The paper shows that the production of culture perspective is applicable to creative
industry and case studies in Soviet Latvia. The production perspective provides ample
opportunity for analysis of various creative industries like music, literature and press in
Soviet Latvia and other republics.

This research was funded by the Latvian Council of Science, project “‘Primitive and
Noisy Music’ in Soviet Latvia (1956-1986): Control Mechanisms and Practices of
Avoidance Under Authoritarian Rule” (I1zp—2024/1-0059).

61



Valsts Rigas Operetes / Muzikala teatra pédejais periods 1987-1996: jaunu
institiicijas modelu mekléjumi arhivu un periodikas liecibas

Marta Liepina
Jazepa Vitola Latvijas Miizikas akadeémija

Mugzikalas komeédijas (operetes) teatris Riga nodibinats 1945. gada PSRS okupacijas
perioda. 1963. gada tas ieguva nosaukumu Valsts Rigas Operetes teatris. 20. gadsimta
80. gadu otraja puse teatra darbibu iespaidoja Dziesmota revoliicija. 1996. gada janvari, péc
valsts neatkaribas atjaunoSanas, Latvijas Republikas Kultiras ministrija savu [émumu
likvidét institiiciju ar jauno nosaukumu Rigas Muzikalais teatris (1992-1996) presé
skaidroja ar to, ka teatrim nebija izdevies atrast jaunajiem apstakliem atbilstosu darbibas
modeli.

Referata meérkis ir analizét kadreiz€ja Valsts Rigas Operetes / Muzikala teatra
darbibas jaunu modelu meklgjumus laika no 20. gadsimta 80. gadu otras puses lidz ta
likvidacijai 1996. gada. Pétijuma pamata ir Latvijas Nacionala arhiva Latvijas Valsts arhiva,
Latvijas Nacionalaja Rakstniecibas un miizikas muzeja, Latvijas Nacionalas bibliot€kas
Sikiespieddarbu kratuvé atrodamo dokumentalo liecibu, art periodikas tekstu kvalitativa
kontentanalize. Izmantotas ar1 teor&tiskas atzinas par teatra institiicijas darbibu parmainu
procesa.

Operetes/Muzikalaja teatr $aja perioda noverojama jaunu institlicijas darbibas
modelu mekl&jumi: latvieSu un krievu trupas apvienosana, Operetes teatra jauno makslinieku
izglitibas programmas izveide Jazepa Vitola Latvijas Miuzikas akadeémija, skatitaju zales
parbiive, miiziklu iestud€jumu Ipatsvara picaugums. Tomer Kulttiras ministrijas politika un
biezi mainigas teatra vadibas darbibas radija priekSstatu par haotiskumu, kas nesaskan ar
atzindm teadtra institlicijas pé€tniecibas literatlira par iesp&jamam optimalam ricibam
parmainu procesa. Rigas Muzikalo teatri nelikvid&ja uzreiz, sakas jauna publiskas—privatas
partneribas muzikala teatra izveides idejas attistibas process, kas neveiksmigi noslédzas
1996. gada vasara.

Pettjums veikts Latvijas Republikas Kultiiras ministrijas finanséta projekta “Latvijas
kultiras ekosisteéma ka resurss valsts izturétsp&jai un ilgtsp&jai” (VPP-MM-LKRVA-
2023/1-0001) ietvaros.
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The Last Period of the State Riga Operetta / Musical Theatre 1987-1996: Searching
for New Institutional Models in Archival and Periodical Sources

Marta Liepina
Jazeps Vitols Latvian Academy of Music

The Musical Comedy (Operetta) Theatre in Riga was established in 1945 during the
Soviet occupation and was renamed the State Riga Operetta Theatre in 1963. In the late
1980s, its activities were influenced by the Singing Revolution in Latvia. After Latvia
regained independence, the Ministry of Culture decided to close the Riga Musical Theatre
in January 1996, which had been called that from 1992 to 1996, and announced in periodicals
at the time that the theatre had not been able to adapt successfully to the new social and
cultural circumstances.

This study examines how the former State Riga Operetta / Musical Theatre sought
new artistic and structural models from the late 1980s until its liquidation in 1996. The
research is based on qualitative content analysis of archival materials from the Latvian State
Archives, the Latvian National Museum of Literature and Music, and the Small Print
Collection of the National Library of Latvia, as well as periodical press sources. The analysis
also reflects theoretical insights into the theatre institution working during the period of
change.

Between the late 1980s and early 90s, Riga Operetta / Musical Theatre actively
reflected the search for institutional novelties — merging Latvian and Russian troupes,
launching a special training program at the Jazeps Vitols Latvian Academy of Music,
rebuilding the hall, and increasing the number of musicals in its repertoire, However, the
Ministry of Culture’s policies and the frequent changes in theatre leadership created a chaotic
working environment. That contradicts the principles of transformational process
management in theatre. The liquidation process was gradual; efforts to establish a new public
and private musical theatre partnership ultimately failed in summer 1996.

This research was funded by the Ministry of Culture, Republic of Latvia, project
“Cultural and creative ecosystem of Latvia as a resource for resilience and
sustainability”/CERS (VPP-MM-LKRVA-2023/1-0001).
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Pirma diena: piektdiena, 5. decembris/First day: Friday, 5th December

9.00-10.00 lerasanas, registracija/Registration of participants

10.00-10.10 Konferences atklasana/Opening of the conference

Rakstu krajuma “‘Jauno vésturnieku zinatniskie lastjumi X: starpdisciplinari pétijumi Latvijas vésturé” (2024) atvérsana
/ Opening of collection of articles “The Scholarly Readings of Young Historians X”, 2024

10.10-10.50 Prof. Andris Levans, PhD cand. Liene Rokpelne

“Public Speech in Medieval Livonia: Rhetorical Aspects in the Context of the Landtags”

Sesija 1/Session | - vada/chair Dr. hist. Rudolfs Brazis

11.00-12.00 Anna Batraga
Stable Isotope Analyses in Archaeology:
Early Childhood Diet in the Stone Age
in the Territory of Latvia

Eduards Plankajs
A Dog in the Latvian and Baltic Finnic /
Finno-Ugric Folklore

Micjael Sigismund Ferencz Gross
The Archaeological Presence of the Teutonic
Knights in the Banat of Severin

12.00-12.20 Partraukums/Break

Sesija Il/Session Il - vada/chair Dr. hist. Ilze Boldane-Zelenka

12.20-13.20 Daniel Stancu
Eugenic Debate in the United Kingdom.
How Positive Eugenics Prevailed
Over Coercive Measures (1900-1945)

Laurynas Preiksa
The Significance of Bell Ringing Practices
in the Tradition of Christian Denominations

Jovita Kadikinaité
The Tuskulénai Case (1944-1947):
An Anthropological Study of Death Penalty Practices

13.20-14.20 Pusdienas/Lunch

Sesija Ill/Session 11l - vada/chair PhD Kristine Bekere

14.20-15.40 Kristiana Belska
Relations between Latvia and Soviet Russia:
Situation on the State Border (1920-1921)

Damaschin-Robert Blindu
The Relations between Romania and Latvia
(1918-1940)

Augusté Grakavinaité
Search for Lithuania's Position
in the Charles J. Kersten Committee (1953-1954)

Diana Hristenko

Women in the Leadership of the Lutheran
Congregation in the Latvian and Estonian SSRs
(1944-1967)

15.40 Nosléguma diskusija/Discussion
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Starptautiska konference

Jauno vesturnieku
zinatniskie lasijumi XI
5.-6. DECEMBRIS

International conference

Scholarly Readings of

Young Historians XI
5th-6th DECEMBER

Ootra diena: sestdiena, 6. decembris/Second day: Saturday, 6th December

Rakstu krajuma “‘Jauno vésturnieku zinatniskie lastjumi X: starpdisciplinari pétijumi Latvijas vésturé” (2024) atvérSana

8.30-9.00 lerasanas, registracija
9.00-9.10 Konferences otras dienas atklasana
9.10-10.00

(vada PhD cand. Marcis Kalnins)

Sesija I- vada Dr. hist. Uldis Neiburgs
IzstdZu nams

Diskusija “Maksliga intelekta problematika véstures pétnieciba: iesp€jas, izaicinajumi, ilgtspéja”

Sesija Il - vada PhD Ginta leva Bikse
de Woldemer macibu telpa

10.20-11.40  Samanta Filimonova
Padomiju varas represijas pret Latvijas
Republikas prokuratiras institlciju

amatpersonam (1940-1941)

Haralds Bruninieks
Lietuviesu partizanu sléptuves Ilikstes
un Jékabpils aprinkos (1946-1948)

Vladislavs Matvejevs
Latvijas nacionalkomunisti trimdas presé
(1956-1960)

Aleksandrs Petrovs

Latvijas PSR Ministru Padomes Dabas resursu
aizsardzibas un racionalas izmantoSanas
komitejas darbiba (1960-1965)

11.40-12.00 Partraukums

Sesija lll - vada Dr. hist. Anete Karlsone

12.00-13.00 Anna Norvele

10.20-11.40

Janis Sarnoviés

Civiliedzivotaju iesaistes atspogulojums
Latvijas Neatkaribas kara militarajas norisés
Bermontiades posma avotos: Pardaugavas
piemérs

Inta Kramina
Latvijas Satversmes sapulces Juridiskas
komisijas darbiba (1920-1922)

Heléna Emerberga
Latvijas Republikas “valsts ierédnu armija”
(1918-1934)

Ainis Lociks
Latvijas Aizsargu organizacijas (1919-1940)
personalsastava sociala portreta izpétes iespéjas

Valmieras pilsétas téls valsts tlrisma akcija “Apcelo dzimto zemi” (1936-1940)

Marika Kucina

Césu darznieka Laimona Krika pienesums Latgales (1929-1943) un Vidzemes (1956-1981) kultiirainavas veidoSana

Andris Uskans

Pretrunigais lauku arhitektiras mantojums: 20. gs. 80. gadu kolhozu kulttiras nami

13.00-14.00 Pusdienas



Otra diena: sestdiena, 6. decembris/Second day: Saturday, 6 December

Sesija IV - vada Dr. hist. Kaspars Zellis

14.00-14.40 Andris Gailis
Zurnals “Revue Baltique”: Baltijas valstu sadarbibas piemérs Parizes Miera konferencé

Trine Zagare
Latvijas un Zviedrijas politiskas attiecibas 20. gs. 20. gadu otraja pusé

14.40-14.45 Partraukums

Sesija V - vada PhD. cand. Liene Rokpelne

14.45-15.45 Inga Donina-Kalnina
Skandinavu ietekme vikingu laikmeta kurSu sabiedriba

Marcis Klavins
Quantitative Analysis and Predictive Modelling of 10-13th Century CE Hillforts in Eastern Latvia

Arturs Veismanis
Svesa téla salidzinajums Livonijas Indrika hronika un Tiras Gijoma hronika

14.45-16.00 Partraukums

Sesija VI - vada PhD Maija Grizane

16.00-17.00 Santa Zubricka
Véstures narativa atainojums padomju latvieSu kino: filmas “Ilgais Cel$ Kapas” (1981) piemérs

Kriss Dzenitis
Kosmonautu roks: grupa “Zodiaks” un kultiras razoSana LPSR

Marta Liepina
Valsts Rigas Operetes / Muzikala teatra pedéjais periods (1987-1996):
jaunu institdcijas modelu mekléjumi arhivu un periodikas liecibas

17.00 Konferences noslégums

Starptautisko konferenci “Jauno vésturnieku zinatniskie lasijumi XI” 2025. gada 5.-6. decembrT riko Latvijas Universitates
Humanitaro zinatnu fakultates Latvijas véstures institlts un Valmieras muzejs sadarbiba ar Vitauta DiZa Universitati Kauna,
Lietuvas Véstures institltu un Tartu Universitates Véstures un arheologijas instititu. Konferenci atbalsta Valsts pétijumu
programmas projekts “Latvijas 20.-21. gadsimta vésture: sociala morfogenéze, mantojums un izaicinajumi”

(projekta nr. VPP-IZM-Vésture-2023/1-0003).

The Scholarly Readings of Young Historians XI will be held on 5th-6th December 2025 and are organised by the Institute of Latvian
History of the Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia and Valmiera Museum, in co-operation with Vytautas Magnus University
in Kaunas, the Lithuanian History Institute and the Institute of History and Archaeology of Tartu University. The conference is
supported by the Latvian state research program, the project “Navigating the Latvian History of the 20th-21st Century:

Social Morphogenesis, Legacy and Challenges” (No. VPP-IZM-Vésture-2023/1-0003).
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